
 



 

Order of Worship 
Ash Wednesday 

 

(Please stand, as you are able) 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy 

season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy 

sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. From ancient times the season of Lent has been 

kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart 

that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope. Let us pray that our dear 

Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might 

richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep 

the feast in sincerity and truth. 

 

The Ash Wednesday Litany 
P O Lord,         C have mercy. 

P O Christ,        C have mercy. 

P O Lord,         C have mercy. 

P O Christ ,        C hear us. 

P God the Father in heaven,    C have mercy. 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, C have mercy. 

P God the Holy Spirit,      C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us.      C Spare us, good Lord. 

P Be gracious to us.      C Help us, good Lord. 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation;  

by Your holy nativity;  

by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation;  

by Your agony and bloody sweat;  

by Your cross and passion;  

by Your precious death and burial;  

by Your glorious resurrection and ascension;  

and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity;  

in the hour of death;  

and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 
  



P To prosper the preaching of Your Word;  

to bless our prayer and meditation;  

to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith;  

and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To draw all to Yourself;  

to bless those who are instructed in the faith;  

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the 

abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers;  

to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; and to have mercy on us all; 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers;  

and to graciously hear our prayers; 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,  C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,  C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,  C grant us Your peace. 

P O Christ,        C hear us. 

P O Lord,         C have mercy. 

P O Christ,        C have mercy. 

P O Lord,         C have mercy. Amen. 

P O God, you desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness 

and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we 

acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we 

may obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Peace of the Lord  
(Please greet the people in your family group or near to you with a wave.) 

 

  



Hymn, 418 “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” Opening 

1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 

    You prayed and kept the fast; 

Inspire repentance for our sin, 

    And free us from our past. 

 

2 You strove with Satan, and You won; 

    Your faithfulness endured; 

Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust 

    In God’s eternal Word. 

 

3 Though parched and hungry, yet You 

prayed 

    And fixed Your mind above; 

So teach us to deny ourselves, 

    Since we have known God’s love. 

 

4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 

    And all our earthly days, 

That when the final Easter dawns, 

    We join in heaven’s praise. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 

 
Salutation and Collect 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

 Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all 

who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and 

acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

(Please be seated) 

Old Testament Reading: Joel 2:12-19 
12

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, 

and with mourning; 
13

and rend your hearts and not your garments. “Return to the LORD, your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents 

over disaster. 
14

Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a 

grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God? 
15

Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate 

a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
16

gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the 

elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride 

her chamber. 
17

Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 

and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a byword among 

the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 
18

Then 

the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. 
19

The LORD answered and said to 

his people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will 

no more make you a reproach among the nations.” 

L This is the word of the Lord C Thanks be to God! 



(Please stand as you are able for the Gospel.) 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6;16-21   
1
[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by 

them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 
2
“Thus, when you give 

to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 

streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 

reward. 
3
But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 

doing, 
4
so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

5
“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they 

have received their reward. 
6
But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to 

your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 
16

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that 

their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 
17

But 

when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 
18

that your fasting may not be seen by 

others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
19

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal, 
20

but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 

rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21

For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.” 
 

L This is the word of the Lord C Thanks be to God! 

 

 (Please be seated) 

Hymn of the Day, 423, “Jesus Refuge of the Weary”  Text: Public Domain 

1 Jesus, refuge of the weary, 

    Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary, 

    Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, 

    Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, 

    You have borne the pain of all. 

2 Do we pass that cross unheeding, 

    Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding, 

    See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us 

    Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace has taught us 

    Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 

 

3 Jesus, may our hearts be burning     With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning     To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never     From the blessèd Savior’s side, 

Graven in our hearts forever,     Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 



– by Preacher: John Albers Homily 
 

(Please stand, as you are able) 

Prayers 

 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 

Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden 

fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great 

mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made 

His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant 

us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive 

the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

 

P Here us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come;  

  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



Verba 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given  thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup 

after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

(Please be seated) 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper: LSB 550 “Lamb of God” 

1 Your only Son, no sin to hide, 

But You have sent Him from Your side 

To walk upon this guilty sod, 

And to become the Lamb of God. 

Refrain 

(Refrain) O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of 

God,I love the holy Lamb of God! 

O wash me in His precious blood, 

My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 



 2 Your Gift of love they crucified, 

They laughed and scorned Him as He 

died:The humble King they named a 

fraud, And sacrificed the Lamb of God. 

Refrain 

3 I was so lost, I should have died, 

But You have brought me to Your side 

To be led by Your staff and rod, 

And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain 

  Text: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 

 

(Please stand, as you are able) 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 

hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

C Amen 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
L Let us bless the Lord.   C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you His peace.  

C Amen 

 

(Please be seated) 

Closing Hymn, 610, Lord Jesus, Think on Me Text: Public Domain 

1      Lord Jesus, think on me 

And purge away my sin; 

From worldly passions set me free 

And make me pure within. 

2 Lord Jesus, think on me, 

By anxious thoughts oppressed; 

Let me Your loving servant be 

And taste Your promised rest.

3 Lord Jesus, think on me 

Amid the battle’s strife; 

In all my pain and misery, 

O be my health and life! 

4 Lord Jesus, think on me 

Nor let me go astray; 

Through darkness and perplexity 

Point out Your chosen way

          5 Lord Jesus, think on me That, when this life is past, 

I may the_eternal brightness see And share Your joy at last. 
 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord! C Thanks be to God 


