Order of Worship
Welcome

Second Sunday in Advent

(Please stand, as you are able)

Call to Worship
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

Give unto the Lord glory and strength;
Worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness.
Christ has appeared unto us;
Oh, come, let us worship Him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Opening Song: 3314 “The Advent of Our King” Text: Public Domain. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110001715

1

The advent of our King
Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing
In strains of holy joy.

2 The everlasting Son
Incarnate deigns to be,
Himself a servant’s form puts on
To set His servants free.

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise
To meet your lowly King,
Nor let your faithless heart despise
The peace He comes to bring.

4

5 Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

D 6 All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

As judge, on clouds of light,
He soon will come again
And His true members all unite
With Him in heav’n to reign.

Confession and Absolution
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
PIf we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
CBut if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
PLet us then confess our sins to God our Father.
CMost merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
PAlmighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
CAmen.

Salutation and Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
(Please be seated)

P
C
P

Old Testament Reading, Malachi 3:1-7b
“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,
2
behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who
3
can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. He will sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
4
and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.
5
“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against
the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his
wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not
6
fear me, says the Lord of hosts. “For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob,
7
are not consumed. From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and
have not kept them.”

L This is the Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading, Philippians 1:2-11

3

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God in all my
4
remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with
5
6
joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this,
7
that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is
right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers
with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
8
9
gospel. For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is
10
my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so
that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of
11
Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and
praise of God.

L This is the Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God

Alleluia and Verse

(Please stand as you are able)

The Holy Gospel, Luke 3:1-14
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke
Glory to You, O Lord
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea,
and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea
2
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and
3
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he
went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
4
forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
P
C

make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall become straight,
and the rough places shall become level ways,
6
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
7
He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers!
8
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance.
And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is
9
able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root
of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire.”
10
11
And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever
has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do
12
likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we
13
14
do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” Soldiers also
asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from
anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.”
L This is the Gospel of the Lord
C Praise to You, O Christ!
5

(Please be seated)

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: 344 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” Text: Public Domain.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715

1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.

D 5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.

(Please stand, as you are able)

Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Peace of the Lord
(Please greet the people in your family group with God’s peace, and extend to those near to you
the peace with a wave.)

Prayers of the Church
After each petition respond:
P Lord in your mercy
C Hear our prayer

Lord’s Prayer
P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Preface
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

The Word of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup
after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Agnus Dei

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)

Refiner's Fire
Purify my heart, Let me be as gold and precious silver;
Purify my heart, Let me be as gold, pure gold;
Refiner's fire, my heart's one desire
Is to be holy,
Set apart for You, Lord;
I choose to be holy,
Set apart for You, my Master
Ready to do Your will.
(Instrumental interlude)
Purify my heart, Cleanse me from within and make me holy;
Purify my heart, Cleanse me from my sin, Deep within.
Refiner's fire, my heart's one desire
Is to be holy,
Set apart for You, Lord;
I choose to be holy,
Set apart for You, my Master
Ready to do Your will.

LSB 338 “Hark the Glad Sound” Text: Public Domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110001715

1

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.

2

3

4

He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of His grace
To enrich the humble poor.

He comes the pris’ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield.
Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With Thy belovèd name.

(Please Stand, as you are able)

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon
and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule
our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen

Benedicamus and Benediction
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
P
C
P
C

Go in peace!
Serve the Lord
Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God

Closing Song: Better Is One Day CCLI Song # 1097451 Matt Redman © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by
Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI License # 2235066

How lovely is Your dwelling place,
O Lord Almighty
For my soul longs and even faints for You.
For here my heart is satisfied
Within Your presence,
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings.

Chorus

One thing I ask and I would seek:
To see Your beauty;
To find You in the place Your glory dwells.
Be merciful to me, O Lord,
And hear my heart’s cry;
Then I will see the goodness of the Lord.
Chorus

My heart and flesh cry out
To You, the Living God,
Your Spirit’s water to my soul.
I’ve tasted and I’ve seen,
Come once again to me
I will draw near to You, I will draw near to You.
Instrumental Interlude
Chorus

Final Tag: Than thousands elsewhere 3X
(Please be seated)

Announcements

Better is one day in Your courts,
Better is one day in Your house,
Better is one day in Your courts than
thousands elsewhere;
Better is one day in Your
courts,
Better is one day in Your house,
Better is one day in Your courts than
thousands elsewhere;

