Order of Worship
6" Sunday of Easter ~ May 14, 2023

Welcome
(Please stand, as you are able)
Call to Worship

(P} God by His power raised up our Lord;
And will by His power also raise us up!
@ Our Lord lives! Hallelujah!
Oh, come, let us worship Him! Hallelujah!
(P) Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit;
(P) as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Opening Hymn: LSB 702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
1 My faith looks up to Thee, 2 May Thy rich grace impart
Thou Lamb of Calvary, Strength to my fainting heart;
Savior divine. My zeal inspire!
Now hear me while | pray; As Thou hast died for me,
Take all my guilt away; Oh, may my love to Thee
O let me from this day Pure, warm, and changeless be,
Be wholly Thine! A living fire!
3 While life's dark maze | tread 4 When ends life's transient dream,
And griefs around me spread, When death'’s cold, sullen stream
Be Thou my guide; Shall o’er me roll,
Bid darkness turn to day, Blest Savior, then, in love,
Wipe sorrow'’s tears away, Fear and distrust remove;
Nor let me ever stray O bear me safe above,
From Thee aside. A ransomed soul!

Text: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.



Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As
a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

This Is the Feast

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation and Collect

(P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that
are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

(Please be seated)

Old Testament Reading, Acts 17:16-31

While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city
was full of idols. '’So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the
marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. '8Some of the Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said,
"He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities"—because he was preaching Jesus and the
resurrection. '°And they took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what
this new teaching is that you are presenting? “°For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to
know therefore what these things mean.” 'Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would
spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.

%S0 Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, | perceive that in every way you
are very religious. **For as | passed along and observed the objects of your worship, | found also an altar with
this inscription, ‘To the unknown god. What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. *The
God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples



made by man, **nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to
all mankind life and breath and everything. °And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on
all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling
place, *’that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet
he is actually not far from each one of us, **for
“In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “'For we are
indeed his offspring.’
*Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an
image formed by the art and imagination of man. **The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he
commands all people everywhere to repent, *'because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him
from the dead.”

This is the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading, 1 Peter 2:2-10

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? "“But even if you should suffer for
righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, *but in your hearts regard
Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for
the hope that is in you; '®yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you
are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. "For it is better to suffer
for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.

"8For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, "%in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits
in prison, ?’because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. ?'Baptism,
which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for
a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, “who has gone into heaven and is at the right
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.

This is the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Alleluia and Verse

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

(Please stand as you are able)
The Holy Gospel, John 14:1-14
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John
Glory to You, O Lord

[esus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. '°And | will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Helper, to be with you forever, '"even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.



811 will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you. '*Yet a little while and the world will see me no
more, but you will see me. Because | live, you also will live. ?°In that day you will know that | am in my Father,
and you in me, and | in you. >’"Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And
he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and | will love him and manifest myself to him.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You, O Christ!

(Please be seated)

Sermon - A Blessing from God
Psalm 78:5-7 He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he
commanded our fathers to teach to their children, that the next generation might know them,
the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to their children, so that they should set their
hope in God and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments;

Sermon Hymn: LSB 862 Oh, Blest the House

1 Oh, blest the house, whate'er befall, 2 Oh, blest that house where faith is found
Where Jesus Christ is all in all! And all in hope and love abound;
A home that is not wholly His— They trust their God and serve Him still
How sad and poor and dark it is! And do in all His holy will!

3 Oh, blest the parents who give heed 4 Oh, blest that house; it prospers well.
Unto their children’s foremost need In peace and joy the parents dwell,
And weary not of care or cost. And in their children’s lives is shown
May none to them and heav'n be lost! How richly God can bless His own.

5  Then here will | and mine today A solemn promise make and say:

Though all the world forsake His Word, | and my house will serve the Lord!
Text: Public domain

(Please stand, as you are able)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life -1 everlasting. Amen.

Peace of the Lord (Please greet the people in your family group with God's peace, and extend to those
near to you the peace with a wave.)

Dedication of Dresses — A Prayer for Our Gifts for the Little Dresses for Africa Initiative
Prayers of the Church

After each petition respond: [P] Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer

Lord’s Prayer

(P] Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Preface

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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(P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before
the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -



san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

The Word of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My *} body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My -t blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”
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Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)
“Pass It On”

1) It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 2) What a wondrous time is spring,
And soon all those around can warm up in its When all the tress are budding
glowing; That's how it is with God's Love, The birds begin to sing, the flowers start their
Once you've experienced it, blooming; That's how it is with God's love,
Your spread the love to everyone Once you've experienced it.
You want to pass it on. You want to sing, it's fresh like spring,

You want to pass it on.

(Instrumental)

3) I wish for you my friend This happiness that I've found;
You can depend on God It matters not where you're bound,
I'll shout it from the mountaintop | want the world to know
The Lord of love has come to me | want to pass it on.

I'll shout it from the mountaintop | want the world to know

The Lord of love has come to me | want to pass it on.
CCLI Song # 14284 Kurt Kaiser © 1969 Bud John Songs, Inc CCLI License # 2235066

529 Since Our Great High Priest, Christ Jesus

1 Since our great High Priest, Christ Jesus, Bears the name above all names, Reigning Son of God,
surpassing Other titles, pow'rs and claims— Since to heav'n our Lord has passed,
Let us hold our witness fast!



2 Since we have a priest who suffered,
Knowing weakness, tears, and pain,
Who like us was tried and tempted,
Unlike us, without a stain—
Since He shared our lowly place,
Let us boldly seek His grace.

Sacrifice and suff'ring over,
Now He sits at God's right hand,
Crowned with praise, no more an outcast,
His preeminence long-planned;
Such a great High Priest we have,
Strong to help, supreme to save.

4 Love's example, hope's attraction, Faith's beginning and its end,
Pioneer of our salvation, Mighty advocate and friend;

Jesus, high in glory raised, Our ascended Lord be praised!
Text: © 1973 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715

Make Us One

Verse 1
One with the Father one with the Spirit
One with the Son of God
One with our sister one with our brother
One fam'ly by the blood

Verse 2

One heart with heaven one mind connected
One body unified

Bind us together now and forever

Chorus 1
Make us one make us one
Your will be done make us one

Bridge

We confess all our offenses
We confess we've been afraid
We repent of all our pride

Jesus be glorified Let all the hurt be washed away

For all the wars and violence against our enemy
Come heal our land with Your great river
Restore the family and

Chorus 2

Make us one make us one

Let Your kingdom come

Make us one make us one

CCLI Song # 7091349 Chris Quilala | Joshua Silverberg | Ran Jackson | Ricky Jackson © 2017 Capitol CMG Amplifier (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Capitol CMG Genesis
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Jesus Culture Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Red Red Pop (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Tunes of Jesus Culture (Admin. by
Capitol CMG Publishing) Be Essential Songs (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Modern Hymns and Sacred Songs (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Richmond
Park Publishing (Admin. by ial Music LLC) www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2235066

Thank the Lord

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten
Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament,
and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that


http://www.ccli.com/

we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

Benedicamus and Benediction

(P) Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.

Amen.

(P) Go in peace! Serve the Lord
(P} Let us bless the Lord Thanks be to God

Build Your Kingdom Here “ CCLI Song # 6186078Rend Collective® 2011 Thankyou Music CCLI License # 2235066
Chorus: Build Your kingdom here Let the darkness fear

Show Your mighty hand Heal our streets and land
Set Your church on fire Win this nation back

Change the atmosphere Build Your kingdom here We pray

1. Come, set Your rule and reign

In our hearts again

Increase in us we pray

Unveil why we're made

Come set our hearts ablaze with hope
Like wildfire in our very souls

Holy Spirit, come invade us now

We are Your church

And we need Your pow'r in us
Chorus

3. Unleash Your kingdom's pow'r
Reaching the near and far

No force of hell can stop

Your beauty changing hearts

You made us for much more than this
Awake the kingdom seed in us

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ
We are Your church

We are the hope on earth

Chorus

(Please be seated)
Announcements

2. We seek Your kingdom first

We hunger and we thirst

Refuse to waste our lives

For You're our joy and prize

To see the captive hearts released;

The hurt the sick the poor at peace

We lay down our lives for heaven's cause
We are Your church

And we pray revive this earth

Chorus



