
 
 

Order of Worship 
Pentecost 7      July 16, 2023 

Welcome 

(Please stand, as you are able) 

 Call to Worship

P Hear, O Israel, 

C the Lord our God, 

P The Lord is one. 

C Oh, come, let us worship Him!  

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C And to the Holy Spirit; 

P as it was in the beginning, 

C is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Opening Hymn   687 Thine Forever, God of Love
1 Thine forever, God of love! 

Hear us from Thy throne above; 

Thine forever may we be 

Here and in eternity! 

 

2 Thine forever! Oh, how blest 

They who find in Thee their rest! 

Savior, guardian, heav’nly friend, 

O defend us to the end! 

3 Thine forever, Lord of Life! 

Shield us through our earthly strife. 

Thou, the life, the truth, the way, 

Guide us to the realms of day. 

 

4 Thine forever! Shepherd, keep 

These Thy frail and trembling sheep; 

Safe alone beneath Thy care, 

Let us all Thy goodness share. 

5 Thine forever! Thou our guide, All our wants by Thee supplied, 

All our sins by Thee forgiv’n; Lead us, Lord, from earth to heav’n. 

Text: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 



Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
This Is the Feast 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 

 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 

 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Salutation and Collect 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P    Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may 

so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the 

blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

(Please be seated) 

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 55:10–13 
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12

“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the Lord, 



 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

     L This is the Word of the Lord 

     C Thanks be to God 

 

Epistle Reading, Romans 8:12–17 
So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 

13
For if you live according to 

the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
14

For all who 

are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
15

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into 

fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
16

The Spirit 

himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17

and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 

and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

      L This is the Word of the Lord 

      C Thanks be to God 

Alleluia and Verse 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 (Please stand as you are able) 

The Holy Gospel, Matthew 11:25–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St.Matthew  

C Glory to You, O Lord 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 
2
And great crowds gathered about him, 

so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 
3
And he told them 

many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 
4
And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the 

path, and the birds came and devoured them. 
5
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 

have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 
6
but when the sun 

rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 
7
Other seeds fell among 

thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8
Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, 

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
9
He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 

 
18

“Hear then the parable of the sower: 
19

When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was 

sown along the path. 
20

As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy, 
21

yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when 

tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 
22

As for what was 

sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 

deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 
23

As for what was sown on good soil, 

this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 C Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

(Please be seated) 

Sermon – The Sower and the Seed 



Sermon Hymn  LSB 586 Preach You the Word (Tune: Ride on, Ride on in Majesty)

1 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    To men who like or like it not, 

The Word that shall endure and stand 

    When flow’rs and men shall be forgot. 

 

2 We know how hard, O Lord, the task 

    Your servant bade us undertake: 

To preach Your Word and never ask 

    What prideful profit it may make. 

3 The sower sows; his reckless love 

    Scatters abroad the goodly seed, 

Intent alone that all may have 

    The wholesome loaves that all men need. 

 

4 Though some be snatched and some be 

scorched 

    And some be choked and matted flat, 

The sower sows; his heart cries out, 

    “Oh, what of that, and what of that?” 

5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 

    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 

And bears a harvest hundredfold: 

    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 

6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 

Who gave the sower seed to sow 

    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 

Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715

 (Please stand, as you are able) 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 



     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Peace of the Lord (Please greet the people in your family group with God’s peace, and extend to those 

near to you the peace with a wave.) 

 

Prayers of the Church 

After each petition respond: P Lord in your mercy   C Hear our prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P   Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before 

the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the 

substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 



 

 

 

The Word of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given  thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.”  

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)

727 On Eagles’ Wings 

1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 

Who abide in His shadow for life, 

Say to the Lord: “My refuge, 

My rock in whom I trust!” Refrain 

 

ref And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings, 

Bear you on the breath of dawn, 

Make you to shine like the sun, 

And hold you in the palm of His hand. 

2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 

And famine will bring you no fear; 

Under His wings your refuge, 

His faithfulness your shield. Refrain 

3 You need not fear the terror of the night, 

Nor the arrow that flies by day; 

Though thousands fall about you, 

Near you it shall not come. Refrain 
Text: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 

 



Abba, Abba, Father 
Refrain 

Abba Abba Father. 

You are the potter; we are the clay, the work of 

Your hands. 

 

Verse 1 

Mold us, mold us and fashion us 

Into the image of Jesus Your Son, 

Of Jesus Your Son Refrain 

Verse 2 

Father, may we be one in You. 

May we be one in You as He is in You 

And You are in Him. 

Refrain 

 

Verse 3  

Glory, glory and praise to you. 

Glory and praise to You forever, amen, forever, amen. 

 

973 Thy Word Is a Lamp 
ref Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 

 

1 When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 

Still You’re there right beside me. 

And nothing will I fear as long as You are near. 

Please be near me to the end. Refrain 

2 I will not forget Your love for me, and yet My heart forever is wandering. 

Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; And I will love You to the end. Refrain 
Text: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 

 

As the Grains of Wheat 
Refrain 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

were gathered into one to become our bread; 

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 

be gathered into one in you. 

 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 

may we share the presence of your love. Refrain 

 

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 

when all creation shares this feast with you. Refrain

Thank the Lord 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 

Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 

and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that 



we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

P Go in peace!                  C  Serve the Lord 

P Let us bless the Lord     C  Thanks be to God 

 

All Things Are Possible” CCLI Song # 2245140 Darlene Zschech© 1997 Wondrous Worship  

         CCLI License # 2235066 

1) Almighty God, my Redeemer   

My hiding place my safe refuge 

No other name like Jesus 

No pow’r can stand against You 
 

2)  My feet are planted on this rock 

And I will not be shaken 

My hope it comes from You alone 

My Lord and my salvation 
 

Chorus:  Your praise is always on my lips 

Your word is living in my heart 

And I will praise You with a new song 

My soul will bless You Lord 

You fill my life with greater joy 

Yes I delight myself in You 

And I will praise You with a new song 

My soul will bless You, Lord 
 

3)My feet are planted on this rock 

And I will not be shaken 

My hope it comes from You alone 

My Lord and my salvation Chorus:  

 

 

 

 

 

Bridge: When I am weak You make me strong 

When I'm poor I know I'm rich 

For in the power of Your name 

All things are possible 

All things are possible 

All things are possible 

All things are possible 
 

Final Chorus and Bridge 

 (Please be seated) 

Announcements 


