
 
 

Order of Worship 
Pentecost 16     September 17, 2023 

Welcome 

(Please stand, as you are able) 

 Call to Worship

P Give unto the Lord glory and strength 

C Worship the Lord in the beauty of His holiness 

P Christ has appeared to us: 

C Oh, come, let us worship Him!  

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C And to the Holy Spirit; 

P as it was in the beginning, 

C is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Opening Hymn  LSB 427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

    Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 

    Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

    Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; 

    Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

    Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming 

    Adds more luster to the day. 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 

    By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 

    Joys that through all time abide. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 



ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
This Is the Feast 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of 

God.  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 

 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 

 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Salutation and Collect 
P The Lord be with you.             C And also with you. 

P    O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your 

Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

(Please be seated) 

Old Testament Reading, Genesis 50:15–21 
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate 

us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 
16

So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, 

“Your father gave this command before he died, 
17

‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression 

of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the 

transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to 

him. 
18

His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 

servants.” 
19

But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 
20

As for you, you 

meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be 

kept alive, as they are today. 
21

So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 

comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

L This is the Word of the Lord   C Thanks be to God 

 



Epistle Reading, Romans 14:1–12 
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 

2
One person 

believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 
3
Let not the one who 

eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one 

who eats, for God has welcomed him. 
4
Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? 

It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 

make him stand. 

 
5
One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. 

Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 
6
The one who observes the day, observes it 

in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, 

while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 
7
For none of 

us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 
8
If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we 

die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9
For to this end 

Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

 
10

Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For 

we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 
11

for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 
12

So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

      L This is the Word of the Lord   C Thanks be to God 

Alleluia and Verse 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

 You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 (Please stand as you are able) 

The Holy Gospel, Matthew 18:21–35  
P The Holy Gospel according to St.Matthew  

C Glory to You, O Lord 

Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 

him? As many as seven times?” 
22

Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy 

times seven. 
23

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 

with his servants. 
24

When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten 

thousand talents. 
25

And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife 

and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
26

So the servant fell on his knees, 

imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 
27

And out of pity for him, 

the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 
28

But when that same servant 

went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, 



he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 
29

So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded 

with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 
30

He refused and went and put him in prison 

until he should pay the debt. 
31

When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were 

greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 
32

Then his 

master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because 

you pleaded with me. 
33

And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had 

mercy on you?’ 
34

And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his 

debt. 
35

So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother 

from your heart.”        L This is the Gospel of the Lord    C Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

(Please be seated) 

Sermon  
 

Sermon Hymn  LSB 843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 
1 “Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 

    You taught us, Lord, to pray; 

But You alone can grant us grace 

    To live the words we say. 

 

2 How can Your pardon reach and bless 

    The unforgiving heart 

That broods on wrongs and will not let 

    Old bitterness depart? 

3 In blazing light Your cross reveals 

    The truth we dimly knew: 

What trivial debts are owed to us, 

    How great our debt to You! 

4 Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 

    And bid resentment cease; 

Then, bound to all in bonds of love, 

    Our lives will spread Your peace. 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 

 
 (Please stand, as you are able) 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 



     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Peace of the Lord (Please greet the people in your family group with God’s peace, and 

extend to those near to you the peace with a wave.) 

Prayers of the Church 

After each petition respond: P Lord in your mercy   C Hear our prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P   Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had 

been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in 

Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the 

fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 

 

 

 

The Word of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given  thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup 

after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 



Communion Distribution (Please be seated) 

 Praise Team Presentation - Forgive and Forget – Lemond and Evett  

 

The Reconciliation Song  

1. Oh let us be the generation 

Of reconciliation and peace 

And let us be a holy nation 

Where pride and prejudice shall cease 

Let us speak the truth in love 

To the lost and least of these 

Let us serve the Lord in unity 

So others will believe Let us be the generation 

Of reconciliation and peace 

2. Oh let us be the generation 

Of reconciliation and peace 

And let us build on one foundation 

'Til He comes and the wars of men shall cease 

Let us share the love of Jesus Without hypocrisy 

Let mercy and forgiveness 

Begin with you and me 

Let us be the generation 

Of reconciliation and peace 

 

Bridge 

Have we not one Father 

Have we not one faith 

Have we not one calling 

To become one holy race 

Oh let us be the generation 

Of reconciliation and peace 

 

 

3. Oh let us be the generation 

Of reconciliation and peace And let us pray for 

restoration And seek the Lord together 

On our knees Let us keep our hearts from evil 

And cling to what is good 

Let us honor one another 

And love the brotherhood 

Let us be the generation 

Of reconciliation and peace 
Buddy Owens, Claire Cloninger, Morris Chapman CCLI Song #1680497 © 1995 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing; Juniper Landing Music; Curb Word 

Music CCLI License #2235066 

422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

1 On my heart imprint Your image, Blessèd Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures Never may Your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me, 

    Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

    And my glory and salvation! 
Text: Public domain 

Thank the Lord 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
Let us pray. 



O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 

hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

C Amen 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

P Go in peace!                  C  Serve the Lord 

P Let us bless the Lord     C  Thanks be to God 

 

Closing Song - Rescuer 

Chorus: He's our Rescuer 

He's our Rescuer 

We are free from sin forevermore 

Oh how sweet the sound 

Oh how grace abounds 

We will praise the Lord our Rescuer 

 

 

 

1. There is good news for the captive 

Good news for the shamed 

There is good news for the one who walked 

away There is good news for the doubter 

The one religion failed 

For the good Lord has come to seek and 

save 

Chorus

2. He is beauty for the blind man Riches for 

the poor 

He is friendship for the one the world 

ignores 

He is pasture for the weary 

Rest for those who strive 

Oh the good Lord is the way the truth the 

life 

Yes the good Lord is the way the truth the 

life 

Chorus 

 

 

 

 

Bridge (2x) 

So come and be chainless 

Come and be fearless 

Come to the foot of Calvary 

There is redemption for every affliction 

Here at the foot of Calvary  

Final Chorus 
CCLI Song # 7094920Benjamin Hastings | Bryan Fowler | Rend Collective © Capitol CMG CCLI License # 2235066 

 


