
 

 
 

Order of Worship 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost, November 19, 2023 

Welcome 

(Please stand, as you are able) 

 Call to Worship

P For the LORD is good 

C and His love endures forever; 

P His faithfulness continues through all generations. 

C Oh, come, let us worship Him. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C And to the Holy Spirit; 

P as it was in the beginning, 

C is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Opening Hymn:  LSB 733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

    And our eternal home: 

 

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 

    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 

    And our defense is sure. 

3 Before the hills in order stood 

    Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, 

    To endless years the same. 

 

4 A thousand ages in Thy sight 

    Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night 

    Before the rising sun. 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
Text: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 



C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast     LSB 155 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of 

God.  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Salutation and Collect 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P  Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises to 

those who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in the light 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found wanting; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen  (Please be seated) 

First Reading, Zephaniah 1:7–16 
Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 
8
And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice— 



“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 
9
On that day I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, 

and those who fill their master’s house with violence and fraud. 
10

“On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, 

a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. 
11

Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are no more; 

 all who weigh out silver are cut off. 
12

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men 

who are complacent, those who say in their hearts, 

‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.’ 
13

Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.” 
14

The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. 
15

A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, 

a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
16

a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 

L This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

Epistle Reading, 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written 

to you. 
2
For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. 
3
While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come 

upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 
4
But you are 

not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 
5
For you are all children of light, 

children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 
6
So then let us not sleep, as others 

do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 
7
For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get 

drunk, are drunk at night. 
8
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the 

breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 
9
For God has not destined us 

for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10

who died for us so that whether 

we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 
11

Therefore encourage one another and build one 

another up, just as you are doing. 

     L This is the Word of the Lord 

      C Thanks be to God 

(Please stand as you are able) 

 



Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

The Holy Gospel, Matthew 25:14–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 

C Glory to You, O Lord 

[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted to them his property. 
15

To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, 

to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
16

He who had received the five talents 

went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 
17

So also he who had the 

two talents made two talents more. 
18

But he who had received the one talent went and dug 

in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
19

Now after a long time the master of those 

servants came and settled accounts with them. 
20

And he who had received the five talents 

came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; 

here I have made five talents more.’ 
21

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 

servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of 

your master.’ 
22

And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 

delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 
23

His master said to him, 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 

much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 
24

He also who had received the one talent came 

forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 

gathering where you scattered no seed, 
25

so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in 

the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 
26

But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and 

slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered 

no seed? 
27

Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I 

should have received what was my own with interest. 
28

So take the talent from him and give 

it to him who has the ten talents. 
29

For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will 

have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 

away. 
30

And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C Praise to You, O Christ! 

 



(Please be seated) 

Sermon 

 

Sermon Hymn 493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 
1 A hymn of glory let us sing! 

New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ, by a road before untrod, 

Ascends unto the throne of God. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 The holy apostolic band 

Upon the Mount of Olives stand. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

And with His faithful foll’wers see 

Their Lord ascend in majesty. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

3 To them the shining angels cry, 

“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

“This is the Savior,” thus they say; 

“This is His glorious triumph day!” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 “You see Him now, ascending high 

Up to the portals of the sky.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

“Hereafter Jesus you shall see 

Returning in great majesty.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Then, throned with You forever, we 

Shall praise Your name eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to You let earth accord: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, 

With Father and with Spirit one. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 
 

 (Please stand, as you are able) 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 



     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Peace of the Lord  

(Please greet the people in your family group with God’s peace, and extend to those near to you 

the peace with a wave.) 
 

Prayers of the Church 

After each petition respond: P Lord in your mercy   C Hear our prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P   Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had 

been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in 

Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the 

fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 



Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

The Word of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup 

after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)

Praise Team Presentation: Well Done 

 



917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise 

1 Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise 

With one accord our parting hymn of praise; 

Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease, 

Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace. 

 

2 Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way; 

With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day. 

Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 

That in this house have called upon Thy name. 

 

3 Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night; 

Turn Thou for us its darkness into light. 

From harm and danger keep Thy children free; 

For dark and light are both alike to Thee. 

 

4 Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life, 

Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife; 

Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease, 

Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace. 
Text: Public domain 

 

As the Grains of Wheat 

 

Refrain 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

were gathered into one to become our bread; 

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 

be gathered into one in you. 

 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 

may we share the presence of your love. Refrain 

 

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 

when all creation shares this feast with you. Refrain

Post-Communion Collect 
Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 



hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

C Amen 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

P Go in peace!  

C  Serve the Lord 

P Let us bless the Lord  

C  Thanks be to God 

 

Closing Hymn – “Go Ye into the World”
Go ye go ye into the world 

And make disciples of all the nations 

Go ye go ye into the world 

And I will be with you there 

 

Go ye go ye into the world 

And take the Gospel to all the people 

Go ye go ye into the world 

And I will be with you there 

 

I am the Vine you are the branches 

Ever the fruit to bear 

I am the Light you the reflection ev'rywhere 

   Instrumental Interlude 

So go ye go ye into the world 

And tell the story to all believers 

Go ye go ye into the world 

And I will be with you there 

 
 CCLI Song # 195945 Author Natalie Sleeth © 1979 Choristers Guild For use solely with the SongSelect CCLI License # 2235066 

 

 (Please be seated) 

Announcements 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St Peter, please see Pastor, 

an Elder, or Brad, and they can get you the paperwork to get your journey 

started! 


