St Peter Lutheran Church

Order of Worship
Seventh Sunday After Epiphany, February 23, 2025

Welcome
Opening Song LSB 904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

1  Blesséd Jesus, at Your Word 2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight
We are gathered all to hear You. Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Let our hearts and souls be stirred Till Your Spirit breaks our night
Now to seek and love and fear You, With the beams of truth unclouded.
By Your teachings, sweet and holy, You alone to God can win us;
Drawn from earth to love You solely. You must work all good within us.
3 Gracious Savior, good and kind, A 4  Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord,

Light of Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind;

Help us by Your Spirit's pleading.
Hear the cry Your Church now raises;

Hear and bless our prayers and praises.

Praise to You and adoration!
Grant that we may trust Your Word,
Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander,
Till we sing Your praises yonder.

Text: Public domain

(Please stand, as you are able)

Call to Worship

Trust in the Lord, and do good;

dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.
Delight yourself in the Lord,

and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the Lord;

trust in him, and he will act.

RERERE

Confession and Absolution

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P] If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

(P] Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
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deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying:

God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

(We pause for a moment of silence for personal confession and reflection)

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

1 To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!

We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’'nly King.

2 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’'s Son, we pray;

O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.

Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,

Where You in pow’r are seated At God's right hand on high—

3 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever Be worshiped and adored;

You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.

Responsive Psalm Reading, Psalm 103:1-13; antiphon: v. 8
Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
%Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and forget not all his benefits,
who forgives all your iniquity,

who heals all your diseases,
*who redeems your life from the pit,

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
*who satisfies you with good

so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
®The Lord works righteousness



and justice for all who are oppressed.
"He made known his ways to Moses,
his acts to the people of Israel.
®The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
®He will not always chide,
nor will he keep his anger forever.
""He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.
"For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
"2as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
As a father shows compassion to his children,
so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.

Salutation and Collect

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power we
may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. ~Amen (Please be seated)

Old Testament Reading, Genesis 45:3-15
Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not
answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence.

“So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said,
“| am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry
with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. °For the
famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvest. "And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. °So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He
has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. *Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made
me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. '®You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your
herds, and all that you have. "There | will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to
come, so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.” "?And now
your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to
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you. "*You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and
bring my father down here.” "“Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and
Benjamin wept upon his neck. >And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his
brothers talked with him.

This is the Word of the Lord [@ Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading, 1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42
For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. **For as in
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. *’But each in his own order: Christ the
firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. *Then comes the end, when he delivers
the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. *For
he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. **The last enemy to be destroyed is
death. ...

30Why am | in danger every hour? 3" protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which | have in
Christ Jesus our Lord, | die every day! **What do | gain if, humanly speaking, | fought with beasts
at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” **Do not be
deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” **Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and
do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. | say this to your shame.

**But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” **You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. *’And what you
sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other
grain. **But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. **For not
all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and
another for fish. ““There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is
of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. *'There is one glory of the sun, and another
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.

250 is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is
imperishable.
This is the Word of the Lord [@ Thanks be to God

(Please stand as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Holy Gospel, Luke 6:27-38



(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke

Glory to You, O Lord

[Jesus said:] “But | say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate

you, “®bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. **To one who strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic

either. *°Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not
demand them back. >'And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them,

324 you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those
who love them. *And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you?
For even sinners do the same. **And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. *But love your
enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and
you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. **Be merciful, even
as your Father is merciful.

*™"Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned;
forgive, and you will be forgiven; *give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be
measured back to you.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord (@ Praise to You, O Christ!
(Please be seated)

Sermon

Sermon Song, LSB 700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! Into ev'ry troubled breast;
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, Let us all in Thee inherit;
All Thy faithful mercies crown. Let us find Thy promised rest.
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Take away the love of sinning;
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; Alpha and Omega be;
Visit us with Thy salvation, End of faith, as its beginning,
Enter ev'ry trembling heart. Set our hearts at liberty.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; Let us all Thy life receive; Suddenly return, and never, Nevermore
Thy temples leave. Thee we would be always blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love.



4 Finish then Thy new creation,
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee,
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heav'n we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Text: Public domain

(Please stand, as you are able)
Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Peace of the Lord (Please greet the people around you with God's peace)

Offering

Prayers of the Church

After each petition respond: ®) Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer



Lord’s Prayer
(P} Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Preface
(P} The Lord be with you. And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

(P]Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives
and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;

Heav’'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

The Word of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My I+ body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup
after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My - blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.

Agnus Dei
1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

2 0 Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)
St Peter’s Communion Statement

The Lord'’s Supper is a special gift given by Jesus Christ to all baptized believers in the community of faith.

preparing for the Lord's Supper, we are to reflect upon the following questions:

1. Do | believe that | am a sinner in need of God's forgiveness?

2. Do | believe that, within this Sacrament, the bread and wine are Christ’s true body and blood for the
forgiveness of sins?

3. Do | promise, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend my sinful life?

4. Do | confess and belief the same doctrines of faith as the church body with which | am about to
commune?

If you are having difficulty in answering “yes” to any of the above questions, please follow the guide of
Scripture and refrain from taking communion today. Our Pastor would be glad to visit with you after the
service to answer any questions you may have about our Communion practice.

If you require a gluten free wafer, please signal to Pastor by holding up your index finger in front of you.
Non-alcoholic white grape juice is available in the center of the tray, for those with alcohol sensitivities

“Blessings —Presentation by Kim Rex, Dave Nelson, and Mario Samaniego
“You Are My Shield” - See Song Insert

740 | Am Jesus’ Little Lamb

1 1lam Jesus' little lamb, 2 Day by day, at home, away,
Ever glad at heart | am; Jesus is my staff and stay.

For my Shepherd gently guides me, When | hunger, Jesus feeds me,
Knows my need and well provides me, Into pleasant pastures leads me;
Loves me ev'ry day the same, When [ thirst, He bids me go
Even calls me by my name. Where the quiet waters flow.



3 Who so happy as | am, Even now the Shepherd’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended, By His angel host attended,
He shall fold me to His breast, There within His arms to rest.

Text: Public domain

Love The Lord

Verse 1

Love the Lord your God with all your heart
With all your soul with all your mind

And with all your strength

(REPEAT)

Verse 2

| will serve the Lord

With all my heart with all my soul

With all my mind and with all my strength
(REPEAT)

Chorus 3

With all my heart with all my soul
With all my mind with all my strength
(REPEAT)

Chorus 1

With all your heart with all your soul

With all your mind with all your strength
Love the Lord your God with all your heart
With all your soul with all your mind

And with all your strength

Chorus 2

With all my heart with all my soul
With all my mind with all my strength
| will serve the Lord with all my heart
With all my soul with all my mind
And with all my strength

| will love You Lord with all my heart
With all my soul with all my mind
And with all my strength

(REPEAT 2X)

Lincoln Brewster CCLI Song #4572938 © 2005 Integrity's Praise! Music CCLI License #2235066

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever. Amen

Benedicamus and Benediction

(P} Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.



The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.
P} Go in peace! Serve the Lord
(P) Let us bless the Lord Thanks be to God

Closing Song -LSB 922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing

1 Go, My children, with My blessing, 2 Go, My children, sins forgiven,
Never alone. At peace and pure.
Waking, sleeping, | am with you; Here you learned how much | love you,
You are My own. What | can cure.
In My love’s baptismal river Here you heard My dear Son's story;
| have made you Mine forever. Here you touched Him, saw His glory.
Go, My children, with My blessing— Go, My children, sins forgiven,
You are My own. At peace and pure.
3 Go, My children, fed and nourished, 4 | the Lord will bless and keep you
Closer to Me; And give you peace;
Grow in love and love by serving, | the Lord will smile upon you
Joyful and free. And give you peace:
Here My Spirit's power filled you; | the Lord will be your Father,
Here His tender comfort stilled you. Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children, fed and nourished, Go, My children; I will keep you
Joyful and free. And give you peace.

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715

Announcements
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