St Peter Lutheran Church

Order of Worship
Third Sunday in Lent, March 23, 2025

Welcome
Opening Song, LSB 820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker
1 My soul, now praise your Maker! 2 He offers all His treasure
Let all within me bless His name Of justice, truth, and righteousness,
Who makes you full partaker His love beyond all measure,
Of mercies more than you dare claim. His yearning pity o’er distress;
Forget Him not whose meekness Nor treats us as we merit
Still bears with all your sin, But sets His anger by.
Who heals your ev'ry weakness, The poor and contrite spirit
Renews your life within; Finds His compassion nigh;
Whose grace and care are endless And high as heav'n above us,
And saved you through the past; As dawn from close of day,
Who leaves no suff'rer friendless So far, since He has loved us,
But rights the wronged at last. He puts our sins away.

Text: Public domain

(Please stand, as you are able)

Call to Worship

(P) The Lord is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of our life; of whom shall we be afraid?
(P) We seek your face, O Lord. Do not hide your face from us!

Do not forsake us, O God of our salvation!

(P) Make us strong, and let our hearts take courage.

We wait for the Lord. Let us worship God!

Confession and Absolution

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

(P} Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
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deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying:

God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

(We pause for a moment of silence for personal confession and reflection)

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Responsive Psalm Reading, Psalm 85
Lord, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
2You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you covered all their sin.
*You withdrew all your wrath;
you turned from your hot anger.

“Restore us again, O God of our salvation,
and put away your indignation toward us!
*Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you prolong your anger to all generations?
®Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?
’Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.

®Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.

9Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.

9Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
"'Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
and righteousness looks down from the sky.
"?Yes, the Lord will give what is good,



and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him
and make his footsteps a way.

Salutation and Collect

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from
Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast
the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen (Please be seated)

Old Testament Reading, Ezekiel 33:7-20

“So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. ®If | say to the wicked, O wicked one, you
shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked
person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood | will require at your hand. *But if you warn the
wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his
iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.

'%And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our
transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we
live?’ 11Say to them, As | live, declares the Lord God, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked,
but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why
will you die, O house of Israel?

'2"And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not
deliver him when he transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it
when he turns from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by his
righteousness when he sins. "Though | say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he
trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered,
but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. *Again, though | say to the wicked, ‘You shall
surely die,’ yet if he turns from his sin and does what is just and right, "*if the wicked restores the
pledge, gives back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing
injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. ®None of the sins that he has committed shall be
remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he shall surely live.

"""yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,” when it is their own way that is not
just. "*When the righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for
it. ?And when the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live
by them. **Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, | will judge each of you
according to his ways.”
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This is the Word of the Lord @ Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading, 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
| want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the
sea, “and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, *and all ate the same spiritual
food, “and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed
them, and the Rock was Christ. >Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they
were overthrown in the wilderness.

®Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they
did. ‘Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and
drink and rose up to play.” ®*We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and
twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. *We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them
did and were destroyed by serpents, '°nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by
the Destroyer. ''Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down
for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. "“Therefore let anyone who thinks
that he stands take heed lest he fall. *No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.
This is the Word of the Lord [@ Thanks be to God

(Please stand as you are able)

The Holy Gospel, Luke 13:1-9
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke
Glory to You, O Lord
There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. °And he answered them, “Do you think that these
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? *No, |
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. “Or those eighteen on whom the tower
in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who
lived in Jerusalem? °No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”

®And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking
fruit on it and found none. ‘And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now | have come
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and | find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ ®And
he answered him, ‘'Sir, let it alone this year also, until | dig around it and put on manure. Then if it
should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down."”
This is the Gospel of the Lord (@ Praise to You, O Christ!
(Please be seated)



Sermon

Sermon Song, LSB 614 “As Surely as | Live,” God Said

1 "Assurely as | live,” God said, 2 And so our Lord gave this command:

“I would not see the sinner dead. “Go forth and preach in ev'ry land;

| want him turned from error’s ways, Bestow on all My pard’'ning grace
Repentant, living endless days.” Who will repent and mend their ways.

3 "All those whose sins you thus remit 4 "What you will bind, that bound shall be;
| truly pardon and acquit, What you will loose, that shall be free;

And those whose sins you will retain To My dear Church the keys are giv'n
Condemned and guilty shall remain. To open, close the gates of heav'n.”

Text: Public domain

(Please stand, as you are able)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.



Peace of the Lord (Please greet the people around you with God's peace)

Offering

Prayers of the Church

After each petition respond: ) Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer

Lord’s Prayer
(P} Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Preface

(P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

REg-
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on
Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen
from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You

and saying:



Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

The Word of Our Lord

P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup
after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My -1 blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.

Agnus Dei
1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away; You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)

St Peter's Communion Statement

The Lord's Supper is a special gift given by Jesus Christ to all baptized believers in the community of faith. In
preparing for the Lord’s Supper, we are to reflect upon the following questions:

1. Do | believe that | am a sinner in need of God's forgiveness?

2. Do | believe that, within this Sacrament, the bread and wine are Christ’s true body and blood for the
forgiveness of sins?

3. Do | promise, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend my sinful life?

4. Do | confess and belief the same doctrines of faith as the church body with which | am about to
commune?

If you are having difficulty in answering "yes” to any of the above questions, please follow the guide of
Scripture and refrain from taking communion today. Our Pastor would be glad to visit with you after the
service to answer any questions you may have about our Communion practice.

If you require a gluten free wafer, please signal to Pastor by holding up your index finger in front of you.
Non-alcoholic white grape juice is available in the center of the tray, for those with alcohol sensitivities




761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee;

Let the water and the blood,

From Thy riven side which flowed,

Be of sin the double cure:

Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.

3 Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross | cling.
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, | to the fountain fly;

Wash me, Savior, or | die.

Text: Public domain

Hymn Of Heaven
Verse 1
How | long to breathe the air of Heaven

Where pain is gone and mercy fills the streets

To look upon the one who bled to save me
And walk with Him for all eternity

Verse 2

And ev'ry prayer we prayed in desperation
The songs of faith

We sang through doubt and fear

In the end we'll see that it was worth it
When He returns to wipe away our tears

Chorus 2

2 Not the labors of my hands
Can fulfill Thy Law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,

All for sin could not atone;

Thou must save, and Thou alone.

4 While | draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyelids close in death,
When | soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee.

Chorus 1

There will be a day

When all will bow before Him
There will be a day

When death will be no more
Standing face to face

With He who died and rose again
Holy holy is the Lord

Verse 3

And on that day we join the resurrection
And stand beside the heroes of the faith
With one voice a thousand generations
Sing worthy is the Lamb who was slain
Forever He shall reign

So let it be today We shout the hymn of Heaven With angels and the Saints We raise a
mighty roar Glory to our God Who gave us life beyond the grave Holy holy is the Lord

Holy holy is the Lord Holy holy is the Lord.

Text: Public domain



427 In the Cross of Christ | Glory

1 Inthe cross of Christ | glory, 2 When the woes of life o'ertake me,
Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,

All the light of sacred story Never shall the cross forsake me;
Gathers round its head sublime. Lo, it glows with peace and joy.

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure
Light and love upon my way, By the cross are sanctified;

From the cross the radiance streaming Peace is there that knows no measure,
Adds more luster to the day. Joys that through all time abide.

Text: Public domain

God Alone Is My Rock words reprinted by permission of Don Wharton
(Chorus) God alone is my rock. He is my salvation.

He is my fortress. | am not forsaken.

God alone is my rock. He is my salvation.

He is my fortress. | will not be shaken.

My Lord is sure. My Lord is strong.
Standing on His word Is where | belong.
(Chorus)

I may stumble. | may fall.
But my God Will see me through it all.
(Chorus)

Final Tag: He's my firm foundation.
| will not be sha-ken.

Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis

1 O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’'nly peace,
For | have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.

2 All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,



All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,

God'’s triune name resounding

Through all eternity.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever. Amen

Benedicamus and Benediction

(P} Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

®

Amen.

Go in peace!

Serve the Lord

Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God

RERE

Closing Song - Praise
1 I'll praise in the valley
Praise on the mountain

I'll praise when I'm sure
Praise when I'm doubting
I'll praise when outnumbered
Praise when surrounded
‘Cause praise is the water
My enemies drown in

As long as I'm breathing
I've got a reason to

Chorus

Praise the Lord oh my soul
Praise the Lord oh my soul
| won't be quiet

My God is alive

How could | keep it inside
Praise the Lord oh my soul
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2 I'll praise when | feel it
And praise when | don't

I'll praise ‘cause | know
You're still in control

my praise is a weapon

It's more than a sound

My praise is the shout

That brings Jericho down
As long as I'm breathing
I've got a reason to Chorus

Praise the Lord oh my soul
| won't be quiet My God is alive

How could | keep it inside | won't be quiet

Praise the Lord oh my soul

Announcements

WE ARE SINFLIL
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Bridge

I'll praise 'cause You're sovereign

Praise 'cause You reign

Praise 'cause You rose and defeated the grave
I'll praise 'cause You're faithful

Praise 'cause You're true

Praise 'cause there's nobody greater than You
Chorus

THE QUESTION 1S, THAT'S A
WILL YOLU REPENT? Ioe)e)7d
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LUKE 13:1-9

“Used by permission from agnusday.org”
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