St Peter Lutheran Church

Order of Worship
Third Sunday in Advent December 14, 2025

Welcome

Lighting of the Advent Candle
1. Light one candle for hope,

one bright candle for hope,

He brings hope to every heart,

He comes! He comes!

2. Light one candle for peace,

one bright candle for peace,

He brings peace to every heart,

He comes! He comes!

Light one candle for joy,

one bright candle for joy,

Every nation will find salvation in Bethlehem's baby boy.

Luther’s Morning Prayer

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept
me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You would keep me this day also
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands |
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that
the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Opening Song, LSB 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

1 "Comfort, comfort ye My people, 2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon,
Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God; Blotting out each dark misdeed;

"Comfort those who sit in darkness, All that well deserved His anger
Mourning 'neath their sorrows’ load. He no more will see or heed.

Speak ye to Jerusalem She hath suffered many_a day,

Of the peace that waits for them; Now her griefs have passed away;
Tell her that her sins | cover God will change her pining sadness

And her warfare now is over.” Into ever-springing gladness.



3 Hark, the herald's voice is crying 4 Make ye straight what long was crooked;

In the desert far and near, Make the rougher places plain.
Calling sinners to repentance, Let your hearts be true and humble,
Since the Kingdom now is here. As befits His holy reign.
O that warning cry obey! For the glory of the Lord
Now prepare for God a way; Now o’er earth is shed abroad,
Let the valleys rise to meet Him And all flesh shall see the token
And the hills bow down to greet Him. That His Word is never broken.

Text: Public domain

Service of Holy Baptism

(Please stand, as you are able)

Confession and Absolution

(P} Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by
nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy
upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase
in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end
that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
(P] Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen

Responsive Psalm Reading, Psalm 146
Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
?| will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while | have my being.
*Put not your trust in princes,
in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
*When his breath departs he returns to the earth;
on that very day his plans perish.



*Blesséd is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord his God,
*who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;
"who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
®the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
*The Lord watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
'%The Lord will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the Lord!

Salutation and Collect

P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our
hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen (Please be seated)

First Reading, Isaiah 35:1-10
"The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
%it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.
3Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!



Behold, your God will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
*Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;
Sthen shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
"the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
®And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
°No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
"°And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
This is the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading, James 5:7-11

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. ®You
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. °Do not grumble
against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at
the door. '°As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord. "'Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard
of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is

compassionate and merciful.
This is the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God



(Please stand as you are able)

The Holy Gospel, Matthew 11:2-15
When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples *and said
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” *And Jesus answered
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: *the blind receive their sight and the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news
preached to them. °And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

"As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? ®What then did you go out to see? A
man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. *What
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. '°This is he of
whom it is written,
“'Behold, | send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you.’
""Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the
Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. "*From the days of
John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by
force. "*For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, "and if you are willing to accept
it, he is Elijah who is to come. "*He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to You, O Christ!

(Please be seated)
Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Sermon Song, LSB 343 Prepare the Royal Highway

1 Prepare the royal highway;
The King of kings is near!
Let ev'ry hill and valley ref Hosanna to the Lord,
A level road appear! For He fulfills God’s Word!
Then greet the King of Glory
Foretold in sacred story: Refrain



2 God's people, see Him coming: 3 Then fling the gates wide open

Your own eternal king! To greet your promised king!
Palm branches strew before Him! Your king, yet ev'ry nation

Spread garments! Shout and sing! Its tribute too should bring.
God's promise will not fail you! All lands, bow down before Him!
No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain All nations, now adore Him! Refrain

4 His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav'n above.
His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love.

So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding: Refrain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715

(Please stand, as you are able)

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Peace of the Lord

Offering



Offertory
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
After each petition respond: (P) Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer

Lord’s Prayer
(P} Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Preface

[P) The Lord be with you. And also with you.

@) Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

@) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had
been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in
Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the
fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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The Word of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My I body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup
after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My - blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.

Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)



St Peter's Communion Statement
At St. Peter Lutheran Church, we confess that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are truly present in the Sacrament of the

Altar (Communion) in, with, and under the bread and wine. (See Matt 26:26-28 and 1 Cor. 11:23-28) In this gift we receive
forgiveness of sins, life, and strengthening of faith. Those who share our confession of faith as members of the LCMS may

receive Communion here. Anyone else is still welcome to come forward to receive a blessing from the pastor during
Communion. We ask anyone desiring a blessing to cross their arms over their chest at the railing, and the pastor will bless
you.

If you require a gluten free wafer, please signal to Pastor by holding up your index finger in front of you. Non-alcoholic
grape juice is available in the center of the tray, for those with alcohol sensitivities.

In preparing for the Lord’s Supper, we are to reflect upon the following questions:

1. Do | believe that | am a sinner in need of God's forgiveness?

2. Do | believe that, within this Sacrament, the bread and wine are Christ’s true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins?
3. Do | promise, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend my sinful life?

4. Do | confess and believe the same doctrine of faith as the church body with which | am about to commune

Come And See - Praise Team Presentation

341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!
Behold, the King of glory waits.

The King of kings is drawing near;
The Savior of the world is here.

Life and salvation He doth bring;
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing.

To God the Father raise

Your joyful songs of praise.

3 How blest the land, the city blest,
Where Christ the ruler is confessed!
O peaceful hearts and happy homes
To whom this King in triumph comes!
The cloudless sun of joy is He

Who comes to set His people free.
To God the Spirit raise

Your happy shouts of praise.

2 Arighteous Helper comes to thee;
His chariot is humility,

His kingly crown is holiness,

His scepter, pity in distress.

The end of all our woe He brings;
Therefore the earth is glad and sings.
To Christ the Savior raise

Your grateful hymns of praise.

4 Fling wide the portals of your heart;
Make it a temple set apart

From earthly use for heav'n’'s employ,

Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
So shall your Sov'reign enter in

And new and nobler life begin.

To God alone be praise

For word and deed and grace!



5 Redeemer, come and open wide My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide!
O enter with Thy grace divine; Thy face of mercy on me shine.

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on Until our glorious goal is won.

Eternal praise and fameWe offer to Thy name.

Text: Public domain

God Will Make A Way
Chorus

God will make a way

Where there seems to be no way

He works in ways we cannot see Verse

He will make a way for me By a roadway in the wilderness
He will be my guide He'll lead me

Hold me closely to His side And rivers in the desert will | see
With love and strength Heaven and earth will fade

For each new day But His Word will still remain

He will make a way He will do something new today

He will make a way
Don Moen CCLI Song #458620 © 1990 Integrity's Hosanna! Music; Ninth Avenue Music CCLI License #2235066

618 | Come, O Savior, to Thy Table
1 | come, O Savior, to Thy table,

For weak and weary is my soul; ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able Be for my soul the highest good!

To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain

2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 3 Unworthy though | am, O Savior,
That sinners may salvation see Because | have a sinful heart,
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,
So |, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain
4 Weary am | and heavy laden; 5 What higher gift can we inherit?
With sin my soul is sore oppressed; It is faith’s bond and solid base;
Receive me graciously and gladden It is the strength of heart and spirit,
My heart, for | am now Thy guest. Refrain The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715
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Nunc Dimittis

1 O Lord, now let Your servant
Depart in heav'nly peace,
For | have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

Benedicamus and Benediction

(P} Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God'’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.

Closing Song, Forever

1. Give thanks to the Lord

Our God and King

His love endures forever

For He is good He is above all things
His love endures forever

Sing praise, sing praise

Chorus: Forever God is faithful
Forever God is strong

Forever God is with us

Forever

CCLI Song # 3148428 Chris Tomlin © 2001 sixsteps Music CCLI License # 2235066

Announcements

2. With a mighty hand

And an outstretched arm

His love endures forever

For the life that's been reborn
His love endures forever

Sing praise, sing praise

Sing praise sing praise

3. From the rising to the setting sun

His love endures forever

And by the grace of God

We will carry on His love endures forever
Sing praise, sing praise

Sing praise, sing praise Chorus 2X
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