St Peter Lutheran Church

Order of Worship
Second Sunday in Advent December 7, 2025

Welcome
Lighting of the Advent Candle

Light one candle for Peace
One bright candle for Peace
He brings Peace to every heart
He comes, He comes

Luther’s Morning Prayer

| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept
me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You would keep me this day also
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands |
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that
the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Opening Song, LSB 342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied

1 What hope! An Eden prophesied 2 A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem,
Where tame live with the wild; A branch from David’s line,

The lamb and lion side by side, A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem:
Led by a little child! The fruit of God's design.

3 As banner of God's love unfurled, 4 Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord,
Christ came to suffer loss, Lost Paradise restore;

That by His death a dying world Lead past the angel’s flaming sword—
Would rally to the cross. Come, open heaven'’s door.

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715
(Please stand, as you are able)

Confession and Absolution

P} Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by
nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.



O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy
upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase
in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end
that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
(P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen

Responsive Psalm Reading, Psalm 72:1-7
Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the royal son!
’May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice!
’Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness!
“May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the children of the needy,
and crush the oppressor!
°May they fear you while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations!
®May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth!
"In his days may the righteous flourish,
and peace abound, till the moon be no more!

Salutation and Collect

P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen (Please
be seated)

First Reading, Isaiah 11:1-10

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,



and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
*And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the Spirit of counsel and might,

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
*And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
*pbut with righteousness he shall judge the poor,

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
°Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,

and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
*The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;

and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;

their young shall lie down together;

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
®The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
*They shall not hurt or destroy

in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord

as the waters cover the sea.

"In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the
nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.
This is the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading, Romans 15:4-13

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. *May the God of endurance
and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ
Jesus, ®that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ. "Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.



®For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in
order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, *and in order that the Gentiles might glorify
God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore | will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”
"°And again it is said,
"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
""And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”
"?And again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
This is the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

(Please stand as you are able)

The Holy Gospel, Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, *"Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” *For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he
said,

"The voice of one crying in the wilderness:

'Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.”

“Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. *Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were
going out to him, ®and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them,
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruit in keeping with
repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for | tell
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. '°Even now the axe is laid to
the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire.

""" baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than |,
whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. '*His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the
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barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to You, O Christ!

(Please be seated)
Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Sermon Song, LSB 409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing

1

Hail, O Source of ev'ry blessing, 2 Once far off but now invited,

Father of our human race! We approach Your sacred throne,
Gentiles now, Your grace possessing, In Your covenant united,

In Your courts obtain a place. Reconciled, redeemed, made one.
Grateful now, we fall before You, Now revealed to eastern sages,

In Your Church rejoice to live, See the Star of Mercy shine,
See Your glory and adore You, Myst'ry hid in former ages,

Thankful for the grace You give. Myst'ry great of love divine.

Hail, O all-inviting Savior! Gentiles now their off'rings bring,
In Your temples seek Your favor, Jesus Christ, our Lord and King.
May we, body, soul, and spirit, Live devoted to Your praise,
Glorious realms of bliss inherit, Grateful anthems ever raise.

Text: Public domain

(Please stand, as you are able)
Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.



He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life '}- everlasting. Amen.

Peace of the Lord
Offering

Offertory

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

After each petition respond: (P) Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer

Lord’s Prayer
) Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Preface
@) The Lord be with you. And also with you.
@) Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.



P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

@) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had
been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in
Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the
fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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The Word of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My I+ body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup
after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My -k blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.

Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)

St Peter’'s Communion Statement

At St. Peter Lutheran Church, we confess that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are truly present in the Sacrament of the
Altar (Communion) in, with, and under the bread and wine. (See Matt 26:26-28 and 1 Cor. 11:23-28) In this gift we receive
forgiveness of sins, life, and strengthening of faith. Those who share our confession of faith as members of the LCMS may

receive Communion here. Anyone else is still welcome to come forward to receive a blessing from the pastor during
Communion. We ask anyone desiring a blessing to cross their arms over their chest at the railing, and the pastor will bless
you.

If you require a gluten free wafer, please signal to Pastor by holding up your index finger in front of you. Non-alcoholic
grape juice is available in the center of the tray, for those with alcohol sensitivities.

In preparing for the Lord's Supper, we are to reflect upon the following questions:

1. Do | believe that | am a sinner in need of God's forgiveness?

2. Do | believe that, within this Sacrament, the bread and wine are Christ’s true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins?
3. Do | promise, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend my sinful life?

4. Do | confess and believe the same doctrine of faith as the church body with which | am about to commune

Come As You Are

Verse 1 Chorus

Come out of sadness from wherever (So) Lay down your burdens lay down your
you've been shame

Come broken-hearted let rescue begin All who are broken lift up your face

Come find your mercy O sinner come kneel O wanderer come home

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal You're not too far

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal So lay down your hurt lay down your heart

Come as you are



Verse 2
There's hope for the hopeless

And all those who've strayed Verse 3

Come sit at the table come taste the grace There's joy for the morning O sinner be still
There's rest for the weary Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal
Rest that endures Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't cure Come as you are (Chorus)

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't cure

(Chorus)

Ben Glover, David Crowder, Matt Maher CCLI Song #7017790 © 2014 Ariose Music; sixsteps Music; Thankyou Music Ltd; Valley Of Songs Music;
worshiptogether.com songs

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’'s Cry

1 OnJordan’s bank the Baptist's cry 2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin;
Announces that the Lord is nigh; Make straight the way for God within,
Awake and hearken, for he brings And let us all our hearts prepare
Glad tidings of the King of kings! For Christ to come and enter there.

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
Our refuge and our great reward; And make the fallen strong to stand;
Without Thy grace we waste away Show us the glory of Thy face
Like flow'rs that wither and decay. Till beauty springs in ev'ry place.

A5  Allpraise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore.

Text: Public domain

Christ Be Our Light

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Refrain: Christ, be our light!
Longing for truth, we turn to you. Shine in our hearts.

Make us your own, Shine through the darkness.
your holy people, Christ, be our light!

light for the world to see. Shine in your church gathered today.



2 Longing for peace,

our world is troubled.

Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone

has pow'r to save us.

Make us your living voice. (Refrain)

4 Longing for shelter,

many are homeless.

Longing for warmth,

many are cold.

Make us your building,

sheltering others,

walls made of living stone. (Refrain)

3 Longing for food,

many are hungry.

Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread,

broken for others,

shared until all are fed. (Refrain)

5 Many the gifts,

many the people,

many the hearts

that yearn to belong.

Let us be servants

to one another,

signs of your kingdom come. (Refrain)

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

LSB 349 Hark the Glad Sound

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,

The Savior promised long;
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne
And ev'ry voice a song.

3 He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,

And with the treasures of His grace
To_enrich the humble poor.

Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis

1 O Lord, now let Your servant
Depart in heav'nly peace,
For | have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

2 He comes the pris'ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held.

The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield.

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,

And heav'n’s eternal arches ring
With Thy beloved name.

2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.
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Benedicamus and Benediction
(P} Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Song, Forever Reign

1. You are good, You are good 2. You are peace, You are peace
When there's nothing good in me When my fear is crippling

You are love, You are love You are true, You are true

On display for all to see Even in my wandering

You are light, You are light You are joy, You are joy

When the darkness closes in You're the reason that | sing
You are hope You are hope You are life, You are life

You have covered all my sin In You death has lost its sting

Chorus (Oh), I'm running to Your arms
I'm running to Your arms
The riches of Your love
Will always be enough
Nothing compares to Your embrace
Light of the world forever reign

3. You are more, You are more Than my words will ever say

You are Lord, You are Lord All creation will proclaim

You are here, You are here In Your presence I'm made whole

You are God, You are God Of all else I'm letting go

Chorus

Bridge My heart will sing no other Name: Jesus Jesus (REPEAT 4X)
Chorus 2 times

CCLI Song # 5639997 Jason Ingram | Reuben Morgan © 2009 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Spirit Nashville Three (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC)
Spirit Nashville Three (Admin. by Spirit Music Group)

CCLI License # 223506

Announcements
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