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  St Peter Lutheran Church

Order of Worship 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany   January 25, 2026 

 

Welcome

 

Luther’s Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 

me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also 

from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that 

the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

Opening Song, LSB 411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
1  I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 

Ref  In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

2  I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my 

path, And show me the way to the Father. 

Refrain 

3  I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 

Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 

(Please stand, as you are able) 

 

Invocation 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. 

Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the 

sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy 

upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase 

in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end 

that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P   Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the  

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

Responsive Psalm Reading, Psalm 27:1–9 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

 whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

 of whom shall I be afraid? 
2
When evildoers assail me 

 to eat up my flesh, 

my adversaries and foes, 

 it is they who stumble and fall. 
3
Though an army encamp against me, 

 my heart shall not fear; 

though war arise against me, 

 yet I will be confident. 
4
One thing have I asked of the Lord, 

 that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

 all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord 

 and to inquire in his temple. 
5
For he will hide me in his shelter 

 in the day of trouble; 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 

 he will lift me high upon a rock. 
6
And now my head shall be lifted up 

 above my enemies all around me, 

 and I will offer in his tent 

 sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 
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7
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; 

 be gracious to me and answer me! 
8
You have said, “Seek my face.” 

My heart says to you, 

 “Your face, Lord, do I seek.” 

 
9
Hide not your face from me. 

Turn not your servant away in anger, 

 O you who have been my help. 

Cast me not off; forsake me not, 

 O God of my salvation! 

 

Salutation and Collect 
P The Lord be with you.    

C And also with you. 

P   Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand 

of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen (Please be seated) 

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 9:1–4 
There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt 

the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way 

of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2
 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 
3
You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4
For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

L This is the Word of the Lord   C Thanks be to God 
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Epistle Reading, 1 Corinthians 1:10–18 
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that 

there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same 

judgment. 
11

For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, 

my brothers. 
12

What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I 

follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 
13

Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 

baptized in the name of Paul? 
14

I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 

Gaius, 
15

so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 
16

(I did baptize also the 

household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 
17

For Christ 

did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest 

the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

 
18

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 

it is the power of God. 

L This is the Word of the Lord   C Thanks be to God 

 

(Please stand as you are able) 

The Holy Gospel, Matthew 4:12–25 
When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 

13
And leaving Nazareth 

he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
14

so that 

what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
15

“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

 the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16

the people dwelling in darkness 

 have seen a great light, 

and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 

 on them a light has dawned.” 
17

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

 
18

While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 
19

And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
20

Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 
21

And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John 

his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called 

them. 
22

Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 
23

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 

gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 
24

So his 

fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various 

diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed 

them. 
25

And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and 
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Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord   C Praise to You, O Christ! 

(Please be seated) 

Sermon 

 

Sermon Song, LSB 412 The People That in Darkness Sat

1 The people that in darkness sat 

    A glorious light have seen; 

The light has shined on them who long 

    In shades of death have been, 

    In shades of death have been. 

 

2 To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness, 

    The gath’ring nations come; 

They joy as when the reapers bear 

    Their harvest treasures home, 

    Their harvest treasures home. 

3 To us a Child of hope is born, 

    To us a Son is giv’n, 

And on His shoulder ever rests 

    All pow’r in earth and heav’n, 

    All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 

 

4 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 

    The Everlasting Lord, 

The Wonderful, the Counselor, 

    The God by all adored, 

    The God by all adored. 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 

    Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, 

    His reign shall have no end, 

    His reign shall have no end. 

D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art 

    And Holy Spirit, one, 

    And Holy Spirit, one. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 (Please stand, as you are able) 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 
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     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Peace of the Lord 

Offering 

 

Offertory 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

After each petition respond:  P Lord in your mercy   C Hear our prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you.  C And also with you. 

P   Lift up your hearts.       C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had 

been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in 

Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the 

fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

The Word of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup 

after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.     C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

Communion Distribution (Please be seated) 

St Peter’s Communion Statement 

At St. Peter Lutheran Church, we confess that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are truly present in the 

Sacrament of the Altar (Communion) in, with, and under the bread and wine.  (See Matt 26:26-28 and 1 Cor. 

11:23-28) In this gift we receive forgiveness of sins, life, and strengthening of faith.  Those who share our 

confession of faith as members of the LCMS may receive Communion here.  Anyone else is still welcome to 

come forward to receive a blessing from the pastor during Communion.  We ask anyone desiring a blessing 

to cross their arms over their chest at the railing, and the pastor will bless you.       

If you require a gluten free wafer, please signal to Pastor by holding up your index finger in front of you.  

Non-alcoholic grape juice is available in the center of the tray, for those with alcohol sensitivities. 

In preparing for the Lord’s Supper, we are to reflect upon the following questions: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness? 

2. Do I believe that, within this Sacrament, the bread and wine are Christ’s true body and blood for the 

forgiveness of sins? 

3. Do I promise, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend my sinful life? 

4. Do I confess and believe the same doctrine of faith as the church body with which I am about to commune

Duet Presentation – More Precious Than Silver by Ethel Wells and Sarah Lackey 

 

The Lord Is My Light (Ps. 27)* (Don Wharton) 

(Chorus)  The Lord is my light and my 

salvation. Whom shall I fear? Whom shall I fear? 

Yes, the Lord is my strength, my firm foundation. 

Whom shall I fear? Whom shall I fear? 

 

Though the world may come against me, 

I will not be afraid. 

When they advance, they’ll stumble. 

I will not be afraid. 

(Chorus) 

The Lord is in His temple. 

And I will praise His name. 

I’ll sing and shout for joy. 

I will praise His name. 

(Chorus) 

Final Tag: Whom shall I fear?  Whom shall I fear? 
*(words reprinted by permission of Don Wharton) 
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551 When to Our World the Savior Came
1 When to our world the Savior came 

The sick and helpless heard His name, 

    And in their weakness longed to see 

    The healing Christ of Galilee 

2 That good physician! Night and day 

The people thronged about His way; 

    And wonder ran from soul to soul, 

    “The touch of Christ has made us whole!”  

 

3 His praises then were heard and sung 

By opened ears and loosened tongue, 

    While lightened eyes could see and know 

    The healing Christ of long ago. 

 

4 Of long ago: yet living still, 

Who died for us on Calv’ry’s hill; 

    Who triumphed over cross and grave, 

    His healing hands stretched forth to save. 

5 His sov’reign purpose still remains Who rose in pow’r, and lives and reigns; 

    Till ev’ry tongue confess His praise, The healing Christ of all our days. 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 

           CCLI Song #21332 Public Domain 

Fishers of Men   

I will make you fishers of men, Fishers of men, fishers of men, I will make you fishers of men, If 

you follow Me.  If you follow Me, if you follow me? I will make you fishers of men, If you follow 

Me. 

 

Hear Christ calling, “Come unto Me, Come unto Me, come unto Me.  “Hear Christ calling, “Come 

unto Me, I will give you rest.  I will give you rest, I will give you rest,: Hear Christ calling “Come 

unto Me, I will give you rest:” 
CCLI Song # 2942773 Cheryl Thomas © 2000 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Vineyard Music USA) CCLI License # 2235066 

 

Nunc Dimittis 
C 
1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 

    For I have seen the glory 

    Of Your redeeming grace: 

    A light to lead the Gentiles 

    Unto Your holy hill, 

    The glory of Your people, 

    Your chosen Israel. 

  

2 All glory to the Father, 

    All glory to the Son, 

    All glory to the Spirit, 

    Forever Three in One; 

    For as in the beginning, 

    Is now, shall ever be, 

    God’s triune name resounding 

    Through all eternity.

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord.     
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C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Song, “To God Be the Glory”  
    

1. To God be the glory great things He has 

done So loved He the world that He gave us 

His Son Who yielded His life an atonement 

for sin And opened the life gate that all may 

go in 

 

 

 

Chorus:  Praise the Lord! praise the 

Lord! Let the earth hear His voice 

Praise the Lord! praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father through Jesus the 

Son And give Him the glory great things 

He has done 

2. O perfect redemption the purchase of 

blood 

To every believer the promise of God 

The vilest offender who truly believes 

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives 

Chorus 

 

 

3. Great things He has taught us 

Great things He has done 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the 

Son But purer and higher and greater will be 

Our wonder, our transport when Jesus we 

see 

Chorus 

Final Tag: And give Him the glory great things He has done, 

 And give Him the glory great things He has done! 
CCLI Song # 23426 Authors: Fanny Jane Crosby | William Howard Doane © Words and music: Public Domain CCLI License # 2235066 

Announcements 


