St Peter Lutheran Church
Order of Worship

Fifth Sunday in Lent March 22, 2026

Welcome

Opening Song, LSB 873 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 2 Dark and cheerless is the morn
Christ, the true and only light, Unaccompanied by Thee;

Sun of righteousness, arise; Joyless is the day's return
Triumph o’er the shades of night. Till Thy mercy's beams | see,

Dayspring from on high, be near; Till they inward light impart,

Daystar, in my heart appear. Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

3 Visit then this soul of mine, Pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
Fill me, radiancy divine, Scatter all my unbelief;
More and more Thyself display, Shining to the perfect day.

Text: Public domain

(Please stand, as you are able)

Invocation
P} In the name of the Father and of the "} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

() Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

(P] Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying:

God, be merciful to me, a sinner.



(We pause for a moment of silence for personal confession and reflection)

(P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Responsive Psalm Reading, 130
Out of the depths
| cry to you, O Lord!
%0 Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleas for mercy!
) you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
O Lord, who could stand?
“But with you there is forgiveness,
that you may be feared.
°| wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;
®my soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.
'O Israel, hope in the Lord!
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.
8And he will redeem lIsrael
from all his iniquities.

Salutation and Collect
P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



(P} Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be
governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen (Please be
seated)

Old Testament Reading, Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me
down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around among them, and
behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. *And
he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And | answered, “O Lord God, you

know.” “Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the
word of the Lord. °Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, | will cause breath to enter you,
and you shall live. °And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that | am

the Lord.”

’So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. *And I looked, and behold, there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no
breath in them. *Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to
the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these
slain, that they may live.” "°So | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

"Then he said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ “Therefore prophesy, and
say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, | will open your graves and raise you from your
graves, O my people. And | will bring you into the land of Israel. BAnd you shall know that | am
the Lord, when | open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. “And I will put
my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you shall know
that | am the Lord; | have spoken, and | will do it, declares the Lord.”

This is the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading, Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. *For the law of the
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. *For God has done what
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, *in order that the righteous requirement of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. *For
those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
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according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. °To set the mind on the flesh is
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ‘For the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. *Those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.

*You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. "°But if Christ is in you,
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ''If the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

This is the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

(Please stand as you are able)

The Holy Gospel, John 11:17-27, 38-53

When Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. '*Bethany was
near Jerusalem, about two miles off, ?and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them concerning their brother. 2°So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went
and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. *'Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died. **But even now | know that whatever you ask from
God, God will give you.” **Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” **Martha said to him, “I
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” **Jesus said to her, “l am the
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, *°and everyone
who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” *’She said to him, “Yes, Lord; |
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” . ..

**Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against
it. *°Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by
this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” “*Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell
you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” *'So they took away the stone. And
Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, | thank you that you have heard me. *I knew that you
always hear me, but | said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe
that you sent me.” “When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come
out.” *The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

“Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in
him, “°but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. “’So the chief
priests and the Pharisees gathered the Council and said, "What are we to do? For this man
performs many signs. *If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans
will come and take away both our place and our nation.” *But one of them, Caiaphas, who was
high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. *’Nor do you understand that it is



better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should

perish.” >"He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that

Jesus would die for the nation, *’and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the
children of God who are scattered abroad. **So from that day on they made plans to put him to

death.

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to You, O Christ!

(Please be seated)
Sermon

Sermon Song, LSB 552 O Christ, Who Shared Our Mortal Life

1 O Christ, who shared our mortal life
And ended death'’s long reign,

Who healed the sick and raised the dead

And bore our grief and pain:

We know our years on earth are few,
That death is always near.

Come now to us, O Lord of Life;
Bring hope that conquers fear!

10 "I am the Lord of life and death!”
You answered Martha's cry,

"And all who hear and trust My Word
Shall live, although they die!”

You walked the path to Laz'rus’ tomb,
You called him forth by name,

And living, loving once again,
From death to life he came!

9 Two weeping sisters, worn by grief
And mired in depths of gloom,

Stood watching where their brother lay
Within a rock-sealed tomb.

When, Lord, You met them as they mourned,
You wept compassion'’s tear.

But Martha, sore with sorrow, said,
“He'd lived had You been here!”

4 Death’s power holds us still in thrall
And bears us toward the tomb.

Death’s dark'ning cloud hangs like a pall
That threatens earth with doom.

But You have broken death’s embrace
And torn away its sting.

Restore to life our mortal race!
Raise us, O Risen King!

Text: © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715

(Please stand, as you are able)
Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.



And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I- of the world to come. Amen.

Peace of the Lord
Offering

Prayers of the Church

After each petition respond: (P) Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer
Lord’s Prayer

(P} Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:



Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Preface

P) The Lord be with you. And also with you.

@) Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had
been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in
Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the
fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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S5ing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho- san - na to the Lord;
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the name of the Lord!

Tru - ly blest is He who comes

The Word of Our Lord

(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My I+ body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup
after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.
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Communion Distribution (Please be seated)
St Peter’s Communion Statement

God,
God,

way:
way;

God,
Christ,

pray.
pray.



At St. Peter Lutheran Church, we confess that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are truly present in the

Sacrament of the Altar (Communion) in, with, and under the bread and wine. (See Matt 26:26-28 and 1 Cor.

11:23-28) In this gift we receive forgiveness of sins, life, and strengthening of faith. Those who share our

confession of faith as members of the LCMS may receive Communion here. Anyone else is still welcome to

come forward to receive a blessing from the pastor during Communion. We ask anyone desiring a blessing

to cross their arms over their chest at the railing, and the pastor will bless you.

If you require a gluten free wafer, please signal to Pastor by holding up your index finger in front of you.

Non-alcoholic grape juice is available in the center of the tray, for those with alcohol sensitivities.

In preparing for the Lord’s Supper, we are to reflect upon the following questions:
1. Do | believe that | am a sinner in need of God's forgiveness?

2. Do | believe that, within this Sacrament, the bread and wine are Christ’s true body and blood for the

forgiveness of sins?

3. Do | promise, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend my sinful life?

4. Do | confess and believe the same doctrine of faith as the church body with which | am about to commune

“I Am The Bread Of Life” Author: S. Suzanne Toolan Copyright: © 1993 GIA Publications

1l am the bread of life

He who comes to Me shall not hunger
He who believes in Me shall not thirst
No one can come to Me

Unless the Father draw him

3)The bread that | will give

Is My flesh for the life of the world
And he who eats of this bread

He shall live for ever

He shall live for ever CHORUS

5)I am the resurrection

| am the life

He who believes in Me

Even if he die

He shall live for ever CHORUS

Chorus: And | will raise him up
And | will raise him up
And | will raise him up on the last day

4)Unless you eat

Of the flesh of the Son of Man

And drink of His blood

And drink of His blood

You shall not have life within you CHORUS

6)Yes, Lord, we believe

That You are the Christ
The Son of God

Who has come

Into the world CHORUS

Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715



Above All - by Lenny LeBanc and Paul Baloche

Above all powers, above all kings,

Above all nature and all created things;
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man,
You were here before the world began.

Above all kingdoms, above all thrones,
Above all wonders the world has ever
known; Above all wealth and treasures of the
earth, There's no way to measure what
You're worth.

Crucified, laid behind the stone; You lived to die, rejected and alone.
Like a rose trampled on the ground, You took the fall, and thought of me, Above all.

1999 Integrity's Hosanna! Music LenSongs Publishing

547 The Lamb

1

4

The Lamb, the Lamb,
O Father, where's the sacrifice?
Faith sees, believes
God will provide the Lamb of price! Refrain

The Lamb, the Lamb,

One perfect final offering.

The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav'n
His praise to sing. Refrain

ref Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes

me His own!
The Lamb is reigning on His throne!

The Lamb, the Lamb,

As wayward sheep their shepherd kill
So still, His will

On our behalf the Law to fill. Refrain

He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin and wretchedness.
He lives, forgives, He gives me His own righteousness. Refrain

Text: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715

“Spirit of the Living God”

Spirit of the living God, Fall fresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, Fall fresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.

Spirit of the living God, Fall fresh on me.

(Repeat all)

Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

(P} O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

(P} Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
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Amen.

Closing Song, Christ Messiah
Verse 1

You're the Holy God who made Himself a
man The mighty lion became humble as a
lamb He gave it all to save His own

The word of God in skin and bones

Verse 2

You're the Holy One who made our hearts a
home You came and died but didn't leave us
on our own

Holy Spirit here within

Gave us power to live the way You did

Chorus

You are Christ Messiah
Son of the Living God
Our Hope our Savior
We worship You

Verse 3

When the questions come and | begin to
stray I'll remember who | was is in the grave
I'm not captive to the lies

In this Gospel | am made alive

(REPEAT)

Corey Voss, Melody Noel, Rhyan Shirley CCLI Song #7166609 © 2021 Mel Noel Publishing; Works By Influence Official; Corey Michael Music Publishing; Integrity's
Alleluia! Music; Integrity's Praise! Music; MSW Publishing; Rhyan Shirley Pub CCLI License #2235066

Announcements

THIS POOR MAN! JESUS GAVE
HE GETS A MIRACLE pum A sTORY
AND THAT MAKES HIM  TO TELL...
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Used by permission of agnusday.org
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JOHN 9:1-41
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