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 St Peter Lutheran Church

Order of Worship 
Ascension Sunday    May 17, 2026 

Welcome 

 

(Please stand, as you are able) 

Opening Hymn LSB 915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us
1 Today Your mercy calls us 

    To wash away our sin. 

However great our trespass, 

    Whatever we have been, 

However long from mercy 

    Our hearts have turned away, 

Your precious blood can wash us 

    And make us clean today. 

 

2 Today Your gate is open, 

    And all who enter in 

Shall find a Father’s welcome 

    And pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, 

    A present joy be giv’n, 

A future grace be promised, 

    A glorious crown in heav’n. 

3 Today our Father calls us; 

    His Holy Spirit waits; 

His blessèd angels gather 

    Around the heav’nly gates. 

No question will be asked us 

    How often we have come; 

Although we oft have wandered, 

    It is our Father’s home. 

4 O all-embracing Mercy, 

    O ever-open Door, 

What should we do without You 

    When heart and eye run o’er? 

When all things seem against us, 

    To drive us to despair, 

We know one gate is open, 

    One ear will hear our prayer. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Call to Worship 
P Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; 

C make known his deeds among the peoples! 

P Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

C tell of all his wondrous works! 

P Glory in his holy name; 

C let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice! 

P Christ is risen!  

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
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C Amen.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the  

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our  

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and  

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us  

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of  

Christ, and saying:  

C  God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  
 

(We pause for a moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Responsive Psalm  Psalm 47 
Clap your hands, all peoples! 

 Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
2
For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, 

 a great king over all the earth. 
3
He subdued peoples under us, 

 and nations under our feet. 
4
He chose our heritage for us, 

 the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
5
God has gone up with a shout, 

 the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
6
Sing praises to God, sing praises! 

 Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
7
For God is the King of all the earth; 

 sing praises with a psalm! 
8
God reigns over the nations; 

 God sits on his holy throne. 
9
The princes of the peoples gather 

 as the people of the God of Abraham. 
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For the shields of the earth belong to God; 

 he is highly exalted! 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 

    Goodwill from God in heaven 

    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

    We praise and bless You, Father; 

    Your holy name, we sing— 

    Our thanks for Your great glory, 

    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

  

2 To You, O sole-begotten, 

    The Father’s Son, we pray; 

    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

    You take our sins away. 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

    Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated 

    At God’s right hand on high— 

 3 For You alone are holy;    You only are the Lord. 

    Forever and forever,  Be worshiped and adored; 

    You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the 

heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

First Reading Acts 1:1–11 
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 

2
until the 

day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

whom he had chosen. 
3
To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 
4
And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 

the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 
5
for John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 
7
He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father 

has fixed by his own authority. 
8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
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the earth.” 
9
And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. 
10

And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, 

two men stood by them in white robes, 
11

and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 

heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 

saw him go into heaven.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord  C Thanks be to God 

 

Epistle, Ephesians 1:15–23 
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 

saints, 
16

I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 
17

that the God of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 

knowledge of him, 
18

having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 

hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
19

and 

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of his great might 
20

that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 

seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21

far above all rule and authority and power 

and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 

come. 
22

And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 

church, 
23

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

L This is the Word of the Lord  C Thanks be to God 
(Please stand as you are able) 

Alleluia and Verse 
C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Holy Gospel, Luke 24:44–53 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke    C Glory to You, O Lord 

 

Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 
45

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 
46

and said to them, “Thus it 

is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 
47

and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 
48

You are witnesses of these things. 
49

And behold, I am sending the promise of 

my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 
50

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 
51

While he 

blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52

And they worshiped him 

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
53

and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
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L This is the Gospel of the Lord C Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

Sermon 

 

Sermon Song LSB 492 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

1 On Christ’s ascension I now build 

    The hope of my ascension; 

This hope alone has always stilled 

    All doubt and apprehension; 

For where the Head is, there as well 

I know His members are to dwell 

    When Christ will come and call them. 

 

2 Since Christ returned to claim His throne, 

    Great gifts for me obtaining, 

My heart will rest in Him alone, 

    No other rest remaining; 

For where my treasure went before, 

There all my thoughts will ever soar 

    To still their deepest yearning. 

3 O grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, Recalling Your ascension, 

That I may serve You faithfully In thanks for my redemption; 

And then, when all my days will cease, Let me depart in joy and peace 

    In answer to my pleading. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Peace of the Lord 

 

Offering 

 

Prayers 
After each petition:  

P Lord, in Your mercy. 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you.      C And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts.           C    We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and our duty at all times and in all places to give You thanks, Holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God. But chiefly do we praise You for the resurrection of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, who paid in full the price of our redemption and overcame death and the 

grave for us. Keep us with Him that remembering His triumph we may be sustained to that 

day when He comes to finish His new creation and bring to completion all things. Therefore 

with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 
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angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

LSB 161 Sanctus  
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Word of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given  thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup 

after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Communion Distribution (Please be seated) 

 

St Peter’s Communion Statement 
At St. Peter Lutheran Church, we confess that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are truly present in the Sacrament of the 

Altar (Communion) in, with, and under the bread and wine.  (See Matt 26:26-28 and 1 Cor. 11:23-28) In this gift we receive 

forgiveness of sins, life, and strengthening of faith.  Those who share our confession of faith as members of the LCMS may 

receive Communion here.  Anyone else is still welcome to come forward to receive a blessing from the pastor during 

Communion.  We ask anyone desiring a blessing to cross their arms over their chest at the railing, and the pastor will bless 

you.       

If you require a gluten free wafer, please signal to Pastor by holding up your index finger in front of you.  Non-alcoholic 

grape juice is available in the center of the tray, for those with alcohol sensitivities. 

In preparing for the Lord’s Supper, we are to reflect upon the following questions: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness? 

2. Do I believe that, within this Sacrament, the bread and wine are Christ’s true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins? 

3. Do I promise, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend my sinful life? 

4. Do I confess and believe the same doctrine of faith as the church body with which I am about to commune.
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My Life Is In You 

My life is in You Lord 

My strength is in You Lord 

My hope is in You Lord 

In You it's in You 

My life is in You Lord 

My strength is in You Lord 

My hope is in You Lord 

In You it's in You 

I will praise You With all of my life 

I will praise You With all of my strength 

With all of my life 

With all of my strength 

All of my hope is in You 

Daniel Gardner CCLI Song #17315© 1986 Integrity's Hosanna! Music www.ccli.com CCLI License #2235066 

“Blessed Be Your Name” 

1. Blessed be Your name    

In the land that is plentiful 

Where Your streams of abundance flow 

Blessed be Your name 

 2. Blessed be Your name 

When I'm found in the desert place 

Though I walk through the wilderness 

Blessed be Your name 

(Chorus) Every blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise 

When the darkness closes in Lord still I will say 

Blessed be the name of the Lord Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord Blessed be Your glorious name 

 3. Blessed be Your name 

When the sun's shining down on me 

When the world's all as it should be 

Blessed be Your name 

4. Blessed be Your name 

On the road marked with suffering 

Though there's pain in the offering 

Blessed be Your name (Chorus) 

(BRIDGE) You give and take away 

You give and take away 

My heart will choose to say 

Lord blessed be Your name 

You give and take away 

You give and take away 

My heart will choose to say 

Lord blessed be Your name 

(Final Chorus)Oh, Blessed be the name of the 

Lord Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your glorious name 

Oh, Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your glorious name

http://www.ccli.com/
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CCLI Song # 3798438 Beth Redman | Matt Redman © 2002 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI License # 2235066 

Spirit Of The Living God 
Spirit of the living God Fall fresh on me 

Spirit of the living God Fall fresh on me 

Melt me mould me Fill me use me 

Spirit of the living God Fall fresh on me 

 
Daniel Iverson CCLI Song #23488 © Words: 1935. Renewed 1963 Birdwing Music; Music: 1935. Renewed 1963 Birdwing Music CCLI License #2235066

 

621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence 

    And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 

    For with blessing in His hand 

Christ our God to earth descending 

    Comes our homage to demand. 

 

2 King of kings yet born of Mary, 

    As of old on earth He stood, 

Lord of lords in human vesture, 

    In the body and the blood, 

He will give to all the faithful 

    His own self for heav’nly food. 

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 

    Spreads its vanguard on the way 

As the Light of Light, descending 

    From the realms of endless day, 

Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish 

    As the darkness clears away. 

4 At His feet the six-winged seraph, 

    Cherubim with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the presence 

    As with ceaseless voice they cry: 

“Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
Text: Public domain 

 

Help Me Be – Praise Team Presentation 

 

Thank the Lord 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

 

Post-Communion Collect 
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, gracious Father, we give You thanks that You have remembered Your covenant, 

bringing life and salvation to us through the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Open our 
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minds and hearts that we might remember our Lord’s resurrection, rejoice in His victory over sin, 

death, and the power of the devil, and live as members of His kingdom in hope for the Kingdom 

that is yet to come; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

P Christ is risen!  

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Closing Song – Thrive
Oh oh 

 

Verse 1 

Here in this worn and weary land 

Where many a dream has died 

Like a tree planted by the water 

We never will run dry 

 

So living water flowing through 

God we thirst for more of You 

Fill our hearts and flood our souls 

With one desire 

 

Chorus 

Just to know You and to make You known 

We lift Your name on high 

Shine like the sun make darkness run and hide 

We know we were made for so much more 

Than ordinary lives 

It's time for us to more than just survive 

We were made to thrive 

 

Verse 2 
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Into Your Word we're digging deep 

To know our Father's heart 

Into the world we're reaching out 

To show them who You are 

 

Bridge 

Joy unspeakable 

Faith unsinkable 

Love unstoppable 

Anything is possible 

(REPEAT 3X) 

 

Oh oh 

Oh oh 

 

Ending 

We were made to thrive 

 
Mark Hall, Matthew West CCLI Song #7006228 © 2014 Be Essential Songs; My Refuge Music; Matthew West (Combustion); Remaining portion is unaffiliated 

CCLI License #2235066
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