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 St Peter Lutheran Church

Order of Worship 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost    July 19, 2026 

Welcome 

 

 (Please stand, as you are able) 

Opening Hymn, LSB 540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 
1 Christ, the Word of God incarnate, 

    Lord and Son of Abraham; 

Christ, the radiance of the Father, 

    Perfect God, the great I AM; 

Christ, the light, You shine unvanquished, 

    Light and life You bring to all; 

Light our path with Your own presence, 

    Grant us grace to heed Your call. 

 

2 Christ, the living bread from heaven, 

    Food for body, food for soul; 

Christ, the manna daily given, 

    Nourish, strengthen, make us whole. 

Feed us with the food of heaven, 

    Foretaste of the feast to be; 

Quench our thirst with living water 

    Springing up eternally. 

3 Christ, the shoot that springs triumphant 

    From the stump of Jesse’s tree; 

Christ, true vine, You nurture branches 

    To bear fruit abundantly. 

Graft us into You, O Savior; 

    Prune our hearts so we remain 

Fruitful branches in Your vineyard 

    Till eternal life we gain. 

 

4 Christ, our good and faithful shepherd, 

    Watching all Your lambs and sheep; 

Christ, the gate that guards the sheepfold, 

    Never-failing vigil keep. 

When we stray, Good Shepherd, seek us, 

    Find us, lift us, bear us home; 

Lamb of God, our shepherd, keep us; 

    Let us hear Your voice alone. 

5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing 

    To the Father’s home on high, 

Christ, the truth that frees the captive, 

    Christ, the life that cannot die. 

Mediator to the Father, 

    Sacrifice and great High Priest: 

Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, 

    There to share Your wedding feast. 

D 6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, 

    Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 

Christ, the life and resurrection, 

    Christ, the Church’s glorious head: 

Praise and thanks and adoration 

    And unending worship be 

To the Father and the Spirit 

    And to You eternally. 
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 
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Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the  

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our  

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and  

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us  

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of  

Christ, and saying:    C  God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  
 

 (We pause for a moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Responsive Psalm,  Psalm 119:57–64 
The Lord is my portion; 

 I promise to keep your words. 
58

I entreat your favor with all my heart; 

 be gracious to me according to your promise. 
59

When I think on my ways, 

 I turn my feet to your testimonies; 
60

I hasten and do not delay 

 to keep your commandments. 
61

Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me, 

 I do not forget your law. 
62

At midnight I rise to praise you, 

 because of your just and righteous decrees. 
63

I am a companion of all who fear you, 

 of those who keep your precepts. 
64

The earth, O Lord, is full of your steadfast love; 

 teach me your statutes! 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 

    Goodwill from God in heaven 

    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

    We praise and bless You, Father; 

    Your holy name, we sing— 

    Our thanks for Your great glory, 

    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

  

2 To You, O sole-begotten, 

    The Father’s Son, we pray; 

    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

    You take our sins away. 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

    Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated 

    At God’s right hand on high— 

 3 For You alone are holy;    You only are the Lord. 

    Forever and forever,  Be worshiped and adored; 

    You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of 

Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in 

perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 44:6–8 
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel 

 and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 

“I am the first and I am the last; 

 besides me there is no god. 
7
Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 

 Let him declare and set it before me, 

since I appointed an ancient people. 

 Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
8
Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

 And you are my witnesses! 

Is there a God besides me? 

 There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord  C Thanks be to God 
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Epistle Reading, Romans 8:18–27 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that 

is to be revealed to us. 
19

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 

God. 
20

For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected 

it, in hope 
21

that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the 

freedom of the glory of the children of God. 
22

For we know that the whole creation has been 

groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 
23

And not only the creation, but we 

ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 

sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
24

For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is 

not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 
25

But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 

with patience. 

 
26

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 

ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 
27

And he who 

searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God. 

L This is the Word of the Lord  C Thanks be to God 

 

(Please stand as you are able) 

Alleluia and Verse 
C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Holy Gospel, Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew     C Glory to You, O Lord 

 

 [Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 

to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 
25

but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came 

and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 
26

So when the plants came up and bore 

grain, then the weeds appeared also. 
27

And the servants of the master of the house came and said 

to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 
28

He 

said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go 

and gather them?’ 
29

But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along 

with them. 
30

Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, 

Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my 

barn.’” . . . 

 
36

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, 
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“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 
37

He answered, “The one who sows the good 

seed is the Son of Man. 
38

The field is the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. 

The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 
39

and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest 

is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. 
40

Just as the weeds are gathered and burned 

with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 
41

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will 

gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 
42

and throw them into the fiery 

furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43

Then the righteous will shine 

like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord C Praise to You, O Christ! 

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon 

 

Sermon Song,  LSB 586 Preach You the Word

1 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    To men who like or like it not, 

The Word that shall endure and stand 

    When flow’rs and men shall be forgot. 

 

2 We know how hard, O Lord, the task 

    Your servant bade us undertake: 

To preach Your Word and never ask 

    What prideful profit it may make. 

3 The sower sows; his reckless love 

    Scatters abroad the goodly seed, 

Intent alone that all may have 

    The wholesome loaves that all men 

need. 

 

4 Though some be snatched and some be 

scorched 

    And some be choked and matted flat, 

The sower sows; his heart cries out, 

    “Oh, what of that, and what of that?” 

5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 

    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 

And bears a harvest hundredfold: 

    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 

6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 

Who gave the sower seed to sow 

    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 
Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 
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     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Peace of the Lord 

 

Offering 

 

Prayers 
After each petition:  

P Lord, in Your mercy. 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Preface 
 P The Lord be with you.     C And also with you. 



7 

 

 P Lift up your hearts.          C We lift them to the Lord. 

 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 

freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 

shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on 

Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 

LSB 161 Sanctus  
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Word of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given  thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup 

after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Communion Distribution (Please be seated) 
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St Peter’s Communion Statement 
At St. Peter Lutheran Church, we confess that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are truly present in the Sacrament of the 

Altar (Communion) in, with, and under the bread and wine.  (See Matt 26:26-28 and 1 Cor. 11:23-28) In this gift we receive 

forgiveness of sins, life, and strengthening of faith.  Those who share our confession of faith as members of the LCMS may 

receive Communion here.  Anyone else is still welcome to come forward to receive a blessing from the pastor during 

Communion.  We ask anyone desiring a blessing to cross their arms over their chest at the railing, and the pastor will bless 

you.       

If you require a gluten free wafer, please signal to Pastor by holding up your index finger in front of you.  Non-alcoholic 

grape juice is available in the center of the tray, for those with alcohol sensitivities. 

In preparing for the Lord’s Supper, we are to reflect upon the following questions: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness? 

2. Do I believe that, within this Sacrament, the bread and wine are Christ’s true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins? 

3. Do I promise, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend my sinful life? 

4. Do I confess and believe the same doctrine of faith as the church body with which I am about to commune.

 

As the Grains of Wheat 
Refrain: As the grains of wheat 

once scattered on the hill 

were gathered into one 

to become our bread; 

So may all your people 

from all the ends of earth, 

be gathered into one in you.  

 

1. As this cup of blessing 

is shared within our midst 

may we share the presence 

of your love. Refrain    

2. Let this be a foretaste 

of all that is to come 

when all creation shares 

this feast with you. Refrain

771 Be Still, My Soul, before the Lord 
1 Be still, my soul, before the Lord, 

    For God is always near. 

Before your mind is moved to pray, 

    God listens and will hear. 

 

2 You need not multiply your words 

    Nor pray with practiced art. 

Beyond all speech, God understands 

    The hunger of your heart. 

3 Wait, then, in quiet confidence, 

    Your anxious thoughts at rest. 

God knows your needs before you ask 

    And works for what is best. 

4 Be still, my soul, before the Lord; 

    On God in patience wait. 

God’s love, unseen, surrounds your life; 

    God’s help will not be late. 
Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 
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God Will Make A Way 
Chorus 

God will make a way Where there seems to be no way 

He works in ways we cannot see He will make a way for me 

He will be my guide Hold me closely to His side 

With love and strength For each new day 

He will make a way He will make a way 

 

Verse 

By a roadway in the wilderness He'll lead me 

And rivers in the desert will I see 

Heaven and earth will fade 

But His Word will still remain 

He will do something new today 
Don Moen CCLI Song #458620 © 1990 Integrity's Hosanna! Music; Ninth Avenue Music CCLI License #2235066

 

770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 

All because we do not carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

    Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a solace there. 
Text: Public domain 

 

547 The Lamb 

1 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 

    Faith sees, believes 

God will provide the Lamb of price! Refrain 
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ref Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

 

2 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

One perfect final offering. 

    The Lamb, the Lamb, 

Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing. 

Refrain 

 

3 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

As wayward sheep their shepherd kill 

    So still, His will 

On our behalf the Law to fill.  

Refrain 

4 He sighs, He dies, 

He takes my sin and wretchedness. 

    He lives, forgives, 

He gives me His own righteousness.  

Refrain 

5 He rose, He rose, 

My heart with thanks now overflows. 

    His song prolong 

Till ev’ry heart to Him belong. 

 Refrain 
Text: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 

    For I have seen the glory 

    Of Your redeeming grace: 

    A light to lead the Gentiles 

    Unto Your holy hill, 

    The glory of Your people, 

    Your chosen Israel. 

  

2 All glory to the Father, 

    All glory to the Son, 

    All glory to the Spirit, 

    Forever Three in One; 

    For as in the beginning, 

    Is now, shall ever be, 

    God’s triune name resounding 

    Through all eternity. 

Post-Communion Collect 
Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 

we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 

You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

Benediction 
P Let us bless the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
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 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Song,  Indescribable
 

1) From the highest of heights 

To the depths of the sea 

Creation's revealing Your majesty 

From the colors of Fall 

To the fragrance of Spring 

Ev'ry creature unique 

In the song that it sings 

All exclaiming . . . 

Indescribable, uncontainable 

You placed the stars in the sky 

And You know them by name 

You are amazing, God 

All powerful, untamable 

Awestruck we fall to our knees 

As we humbly proclaim 

You are amazing, God 

 

2)  Who has told ev'ry lightning bolt 

Where it should go? 

Or seen heavenly storehouses 

Laden with snow? 

Who imagined the sun 

And gives source to its light? 

Yet conceals it to bring us 

The coolness of night 

None can fathom . . . 

 

Indescribable, uncontainable 

You placed the stars in the sky 

And You know them by name 

You are amazing, God 

All powerful, untamable 

Awestruck we fall to our knees 

As we humbly proclaim 

You are amazing, God   

You are amazing, God 

(Instrumental) 

 

Indescribable, uncontainable 

You placed the stars in the sky 

And You know them by name 

You are amazing, God 

All powerful, untamable 

Awestruck we fall to our knees 

As we humbly proclaim 

You are amazing, God 

 

Indescribable, uncontainable 

You placed the stars in the sky 

And You know them by name 

You are amazing, God 

Incomparable, unchangeable 

You see the depths of my heart 

And You love me the same 

You are amazing, God (pause) 

You are amazing, God 
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