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 St Peter Lutheran Church

Order of Worship 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost    August 23, 2026 

Welcome 

 

 (Please stand, as you are able) 

Opening Song, Forever
1. Give thanks to the Lord 

Our God and King 

His love endures forever 

For He is good He is above all things 

His love endures forever 

Sing praise, sing praise 

 

2. With a mighty hand 

And an outstretched arm 

His love endures forever 

For the life that's been reborn 

His love endures forever 

Sing praise, sing praise 

Sing praise sing praise 

 

Chorus: Forever God is faithful 

Forever God is strong 

Forever God is with us 

Forever 

 

 

 

 

3. From the rising to the setting sun 

His love endures forever 

And by the grace of God 

We will carry on 

His love endures forever 

Sing praise, sing praise 

Sing praise, sing praise 

Chorus 2X 
CCLI Song # 3148428 Chris Tomlin © 2001 sixsteps Music  CCLI License # 2235066 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the  

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our  

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and  

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us  

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of  

Christ, and saying:    C  God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  
 (We pause for a moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Responsive Psalm,  Psalm 138 
I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; 

 before the gods I sing your praise; 
2
I bow down toward your holy temple 

 and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, 

 for you have exalted above all things your name and your word. 
3
On the day I called, you answered me; 

 my strength of soul you increased. 
4
All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O Lord, 

 for they have heard the words of your mouth, 
5
and they shall sing of the ways of the Lord, 

 for great is the glory of the Lord. 
6
For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, 

 but the haughty he knows from afar. 
7
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

 you preserve my life; 

you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, 

 and your right hand delivers me. 
8
The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; 

 your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. 

 Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 

    Goodwill from God in heaven 

    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

    We praise and bless You, Father; 

    Your holy name, we sing— 

    Our thanks for Your great glory, 

    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

2 To You, O sole-begotten, 

    The Father’s Son, we pray; 

    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

    You take our sins away. 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

    Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated 

    At God’s right hand on high— 

 3 For You alone are holy;    You only are the Lord. 

    Forever and forever,  Be worshiped and adored; 
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    You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the 

way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ and steadfastly 

walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 51:1–6 
“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 

 you who seek the Lord: 

look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

 and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2
Look to Abraham your father 

 and to Sarah who bore you; 

for he was but one when I called him, 

 that I might bless him and multiply him. 
3
For the Lord comforts Zion; 

 he comforts all her waste places 

and makes her wilderness like Eden, 

 her desert like the garden of the Lord; 

joy and gladness will be found in her, 

 thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4
“Give attention to me, my people, 

 and give ear to me, my nation; 

for a law will go out from me, 

 and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5
My righteousness draws near, 

 my salvation has gone out, 

 and my arms will judge the peoples; 

the coastlands hope for me, 

 and for my arm they wait. 
6
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

 and look at the earth beneath; 
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for the heavens vanish like smoke, 

 the earth will wear out like a garment, 

 and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; 

but my salvation will be forever, 

 and my righteousness will never be dismayed.”  

L This is the Word of the Lord  C Thanks be to God 

 

Epistle Reading, Romans 11:33—12:8 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 

judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
34

“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

 or who has been his counselor?” 
35

“Or who has given a gift to him 

 that he might be repaid?” 
36

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

 
1
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
2
Do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what 

is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 
3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 

highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure 

of faith that God has assigned. 
4
For as in one body we have many members, and the members do 

not all have the same function, 
5
so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually 

members one of another. 
6
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use 

them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 
7
if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his 

teaching; 
8
the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one 

who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

L This is the Word of the Lord  C Thanks be to God 

 

(Please stand as you are able) 

Alleluia and Verse 
C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Holy Gospel, Matthew 16:13–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew     C Glory to You, O Lord 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” 
14

And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, 
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and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15

He said to them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” 
16

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
17

And Jesus answered 

him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 

Father who is in heaven. 
18

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
19

I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 

and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven.” 
20

Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord C Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

Sermon

 

Sermon Song,  LSB 555 Salvation unto Us Has Come

1 Salvation unto us has come 

    By God’s free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom, 

    They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 

Who did for all the world atone; 

    He is our one Redeemer. 

 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad 

    And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 

Your death is now my life indeed, 

    For You have paid my ransom. 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

    The proof that faith is living. 

D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace; 

    All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed Your saving love; 

    Your blessèd name we hallow. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
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     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Peace of the Lord 

Offering 

 

Prayers 
After each petition:  

P Lord, in Your mercy.  C Hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Preface 
 P The Lord be with you.     C And also with you. 

 P Lift up your hearts.          C We lift them to the Lord. 
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 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 

freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 

shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on 

Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 

LSB 161 Sanctus  
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Word of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given  thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup 

after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.     C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

Communion Distribution (Please be seated) 

St Peter’s Communion Statement 
At St. Peter Lutheran Church, we confess that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are truly present in the Sacrament of the 

Altar (Communion) in, with, and under the bread and wine.  (See Matt 26:26-28 and 1 Cor. 11:23-28) In this gift we receive 

forgiveness of sins, life, and strengthening of faith.  Those who share our confession of faith as members of the LCMS may 

receive Communion here.  Anyone else is still welcome to come forward to receive a blessing from the pastor during 
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Communion.  We ask anyone desiring a blessing to cross their arms over their chest at the railing, and the pastor will bless 

you.       

If you require a gluten free wafer, please signal to Pastor by holding up your index finger in front of you.  Non-alcoholic 

grape juice is available in the center of the tray, for those with alcohol sensitivities. 

In preparing for the Lord’s Supper, we are to reflect upon the following questions: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness? 

2. Do I believe that, within this Sacrament, the bread and wine are Christ’s true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins? 

3. Do I promise, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend my sinful life? 

4. Do I confess and believe the same doctrine of faith as the church body with which I am about to commune.

 

Presentation – His Eye is On the Sparrow 
 

Christ Messiah 
Verse 1 

You're the Holy God who made Himself a man 

The mighty lion became humble as a lamb 

He gave it all to save His own 

The word of God in skin and bones 

 

Chorus 

You are Christ Messiah 

Son of the Living God 

Our Hope our Savior 

We worship You 

Verse 2 

You're the Holy One who made our hearts a 

home You came and died but didn't leave us on 

our own Holy Spirit here within 

Gave us power to live the way You did 

 

Verse 3 

When the questions come and I begin to stray 

I'll remember who I was is in the grave 

I'm not captive to the lies 

In this Gospel I am made alive 

(REPEAT) 
Corey Voss, Melody Noel, Rhyan Shirley CCLI Song #7166609 © 2021 Mel Noel Publishing; Works By Influence Official; Corey Michael Music Publishing; 

Integrity's Alleluia! Music; Integrity's Praise! Music; MSW Publishing; Rhyan Shirley Pub CCLI License #2235066

 

829 Christ the Eternal Lord 
1  Christ the eternal Lord, 

    Whose promise here we claim, 

Whose gifts of grace are freely poured 

    On all who name Your name; 

With thankfulness and praise 

    We stand before Your throne, 

Intent to serve You all our days 

    And make Your glory known. 

 

 2  Christ the unchanging Word 

    To ev’ry passing age, 

Whose timeless teachings still are heard 

    Set forth on Scripture’s page; 

Transform our thought and mind, 

    Enlighten all who read, 

Within Your Word by faith to find 

    The bread of life indeed. 
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3  Christ the redeeming Son, 

    Who shares our human birth, 

And by His death salvation won 

    For ev’ry child of earth; 

Inspire our hearts, we pray, 

    To tell Your love abroad, 

That all may honor Christ today 

    And follow Him as Lord. 

4  Christ the unfading Light 

    Of everlasting day, 

Our Morning Star in splendor bright, 

    The Life, the Truth, the Way; 

That light of truth You give 

    To servants as to friends, 

Your way to walk, Your life to live, 

    Till earth’s brief journey ends. 
Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001715 

   © 1999 Sparrow Song | Primary Wave Brian CCLI License No. 2235066 

“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord  

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord  

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored  

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love  

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love  

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand  

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand  

And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land  

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love  

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love  

We will work with each other, we will work side by side  

We will work with each other, we will work side by side  

And we'll guard each one's dignity and save each one's pride  

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love  

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love  

All praise to the Father from Whom all things come, 

And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son 

And all praise to the Spirit, Who makes us one. 

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love  

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love  

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love  

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love  
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Nunc Dimittis 

 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 

    For I have seen the glory 

    Of Your redeeming grace: 

    A light to lead the Gentiles 

    Unto Your holy hill, 

    The glory of Your people, 

    Your chosen Israel. 

  

2 All glory to the Father, 

    All glory to the Son, 

    All glory to the Spirit, 

    Forever Three in One; 

    For as in the beginning, 

    Is now, shall ever be, 

    God’s triune name resounding 

    Through all eternity. 

Post-Communion Collect 
Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 

we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 

You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

Benediction 
P Let us bless the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Song,  Better Is One Day 

How lovely is Your dwelling place, 

O Lord Almighty 

For my soul longs and even faints for You. 

For here my heart is satisfied 

Within Your presence,  

I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings. 

   

 

 

 Chorus Better is one day in Your courts, 

  Better is one day in Your house, 

  Better is one day in Your courts than 

   thousands elsewhere; 

Better is one day in Your 

courts, 

  Better is one day in Your house, 

  Better is one day in Your courts than 

   thousands elsewhere; 
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One thing I ask and I would seek: 

To see Your beauty; 

To find You in the place Your glory dwells. 

Be merciful to me, O Lord, 

And hear  my heart’s cry;  

Then I will see the goodness of the Lord. 

   Chorus 

 

 

My heart and flesh cry out 

To You, the Living God, 

Your Spirit’s water to my soul. 

I’ve tasted and I’ve seen, 

Come once again to me 

I will draw near to You, I will draw near to 

You. 

   Instrumental Interlude 

   Chorus  

 

Tag: Than thousands elsewhere 3X 
CCLI Song # 1097451 Matt Redman © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI License # 2235066 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Used by permission of Agnusday.org 
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